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Friendship
by Linda Worman
A friendship, a supporting and amicable relationship based on mutual attraction, may come in many forms: a fresh,
budding relationship with a new neighbor; a warm mutual concern and love
shared between persons who have grown
together over a period of time; a friendship that has not yet known outer boundaries or a breaking point; a relationship
that has weathered far more than the
persons involved could have imagined.
These past years in Zambia have reinforced my belief that friendships are
worth the effort. I praise the Lord that
he continues to encourage me and fill me
with joy through my friends.
When the pastor and his family moved
next door, I did not expect to have a
relationship that blossomed into a friendship. Over the past few months, we have
helped each other in difficult situations.
We have celebrated about blessings and
answered prayers. We have spent time
just sharing and praying together. We
have become committed to one another.
Some friendships with people from
home have continued to deepen and
become more rich in their essence. They
are characterized by constructive exchanges of ideas—continued sharing of
thoughts, happenings, and concerns.
Distance has not lessened the bonds of
friendship.
Other friendships, both here on the
mission field and at home, continue to
grow and change. I am not always sure
where they will lead. Occasional confrontation brings risk to these relationships. Opposite points of view that
necessitate compromise can be either
devastating or enriching. Changes in me
and changes in friends bring added
dimensions to longstanding relationships. Friendships that endure all of
these tests take all that one has to give,
and then some. But the returns are far
greater than the required effort. A person who invests in unselfish friendship

can learn much about self, Christian
duty, faith, and God's mysterious ways.
Think for a moment of all the time,
energy, and thought that goes into your
healthiest relationship. If you had foreseen all that work, would you have
accepted the challenge? John 3:27 says,
"A man can receive only what is given
him from heaven." It is God who gives
us the encouragement, desire, strength,
and resources to pursue sound relationships, and then to emerge—victoriously
rejoicing.
When I think of all my friends, I perceive that there are different types of
interaction. My needs are met not by
one, but by several friends. Some are
Christians. Some are conservative. Some
have farfetched ideas that interest me.
Some are from other cultures. Some
have a sense of humor that amazes me.
When I actively document the qualities I

appreciate in my friends, it is easy to see
why they lift me up. In one way or
another, all of them affirm me with the
fulfilling, satisfying knowledge that I am
loved.
A friendship can be a help or a hindrance. It is reassuring to know that,
with the Lord's guidance, we have the
potential to confidently address each
situation and make the best of it. As
friendships develop and change, the
outcome is rarely predictable. Some
friends may desert you, others may
withdraw temporarily, and still others
may lash out against you because of
disagreement.
When the outcome of a friendship
looks dim, I react. I tend to become
somewhat angry, irritated, impatient, or
even insincere in my efforts to reconcile.
Without prayer, I lose the correct perspective. Once God's viewpoint is lost, it

Linda Worman is a member of the staff of
Macha Mission Hospital, Choma, Zambia.
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is very difficult to put the broken pieces
of friendship together again.
I am slowly learning that I am responsible to "keep my cool" when friendships
begin to weaken. Prayer must come
first. Guidance comes from the Lord.
My guided actions—not personal reactions—must follow. "If you believe, you
will receive whatever you ask for in
prayer" (Matt. 21:22).
Perhaps you, too, have experienced
relationships in which you have been a
hindrance rather than a help. The Lord
has blessed me by continuing to show
me how to be a helpful part of the
friendships available to me. I pray the
Lord will work in me so that I may
touch other's lives the way my friends
have touched mine.
Friendships—making them, keeping
them, rejoicing in them—are a gift from
God.
•
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GOD S HORIZONTAL LOVE
by J. Wilmer Heisey

I remember as a boy the glass motto,
hung from a chain, with the words, "He
Careth for You." That motto spoke a
truth that I knew I could count on.
In the intervening years, a sequel to
that motto has emerged in my consciousness, "Because He cares, I too can
care." The question arises, "Is there a
valid reason to entertain such confidence?" Where can we turn for biblical
instruction on this point?
Jesus walked with and shared intimately with his disciples for three years.
During that time they became humanly
aware of each other—he with them, and
they, individually, with him. It was in
that intimate personal relationship that
he called them his "friends" (John 15:15).

From service in the Philippines to Navajo
Mission in New Mexico, then years of service as executive secretary of Brethren in
Christ Missions, and now an administrator
for MCC U.S., Wilmer Heisey has had
numerous opportunities to make friends
around the world. And he has been able to
prove his thesis that neither distance or time
need erode friendships. Wilmer and his wife
Velma live near Mount Joy, Pa. He is currently secretary of the Board for Media
Ministries.
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They hadn't earned the relationship—it
was his gift to them. In response, their
love and affection for Jesus was not by
contract—it was a reflection of his love—
similar in character and style to his.
Christ's gift to the disciples was a horizontal relationship of caring. On the
night of his passion, Jesus counseled his
disciples to love each other that way.
From this foundation of scriptural
truth, I'm coming to understand a few
things about myself and about my
friends:
• Acquaintance with others is a process that takes time to develop. Not everyone that I see is instantly a part of my
consciousness.
• As my awareness of the other person is stimulated and grows, a process of
caring begins, and I find myself wishing
them well.
• Friendship is not inhibited by the
idiosyncrasies of my personality.
• The dynamics Jesus explains in
John 15:9-17 is a working formula for us
to imitate.
But were the twelve deciples in an
exclusive relationship with Jesus? Must
we today rely more on our own resources (personality, deeds of kindness,
etc.) than did Peter, James and John for
genuine friendships? Was there an ero-

sion in the quality of the love among the
disciples after Jesus was no longer physically present? If so, the "Good News,"
with the passing of time, would be a
fading, weakening message. Incarnate
love, a memory! But all the evidence
points the other way. For the disciples,
the opposite was true—their best times
with Jesus were ahead of them!
The good news of Jesus Christ was
shared among friends who cared for
each other, and for their neighbors. And
it soon became evident that spreading
out the caring to strange new people did
not dilute or weaken the love—it only
multiplied it.
Here then, is the battle of faith for
today—to believe that because Christ
loves and cares for me, I can care for a
sister or brother with the same quality of
love that I experience in Him. A few
negatives may be helpful here: (1) One
does not need a particular type of personality to care about another person.
(2) Special gifts for communication are
not a pre-requisite for caring. (3) We
need not be physically present to care.
All that is required is that we become the
instrument through which God's love
can flow.
The expression of that caring love is
as unique as one's own personality. As a
Evangelical Visitor
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relationship grows, we pattern oar
thoughts and prayers after God on
behalf of our friend. Neither time nor
distance from the object of that caring
love can erode the quality of our relationships.
friendship is not an activity. It is not
dialogue. Friendship is not being physically together. Friendship is a relationship in which we have committed ourselves to the other person for their good.
We share with them as possible and
appropriate, and God is our go-between.
Circumstance often forces us to rely on
prayer. But in no circumstance can we
be isolated from our friendships (remember Paul in that Roman jail).
Today there is an amazing revolution
going on involving computer chips. But
the human mind serves us equally well.
Upon every remembrance of a friend, 1
can actively respond in caring love
toward that person. Through the presence of the Holy Spirit I can weigh an
appropriate response—whether to pray—
or to write—or to call—or to visit—or
to go. Of myself I lack wisdom in human
relationships, but there is a great provision of grace—the presence of Christ—
and his love will never corrupt a human
relationship. (That explains the flourishJune 1985

ing of a friendship with a person who
was a little girl the last time I saw her—
in 1950.)
Filed away in our human consciousness are a host of friendships that can be
nourished in the intimacy of our prayer
closets. There we do not exhaust our
energies trying desperately to mend and
tend eroding relationships (important as
that is). Rather, there it is that we savor
the gift of another person's friendship—
and there God's love feeds our imagination on how to offer a new token gift of
love to that person. Another blessing—
God bathes our memories so that the
relationships with friends can be adequate to our needs. God's love, in
human relationships, never causes an
overload on our circuits. Mixing metaphors, we need not tend our friendships
like we do our houseplants. Housesitting is unnecessary to preserve the
tender plants of human friendships. All
we need to do is smile with David,
". . . my cup runneth over."
When 1 returned from the International Brethren in Christ Fellowship
and Mennonite World Conference last
summer, my time clock was six hours
off (it's called jet lag). After a few hours
sleep I started telling Velma a series of
incidents of those days among many

diverse friends. Before I got wound
down I had said, "May I tell this one
more?" Somewhere around 4 a.m. Velma said, "You said an hour ago, 'May I
tell one more? " So I tried another tack
to wind down. I went to another room
and began writing down the moments of
experience that were sparkling on my
mental computer screen. After writing
down more than a hundred pieces of
data—God's gifts to me in France—I
wound down. 1 didn't read over that list
the next morning, and I don't need to
cling desperately to that list, lest I lose a
few fleeting treasures. No, they are all
there in my memory for the time I may
need them. But, you say, "What if you
lose your memory?" That, too, is cared
for—Jesus, my friend, has said, "I will
be with you." Up to now he has brought
to my remembrance enough of the gifts
of friendship for me to thrive in his love.
"The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not
want."
Friendship is not fantasy. It is God's
miracle of grace. In the noise and stress
of a complicated world, friendship provides a community of faith that is uninhibited. Time and distance can be accommodated nicely within his grace—for
human friendship is God's gift to us. •
5
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(based on Ephesians 6:13-20)
Sometime ago I visited the church of
my childhood. It was to be a journey
into nostalgia to the First Presbyterian
Church of Pomona, California: a stately
building housing a congregation with a
100-year history. The church had fallen
on hard times. Once led by a succession
of fine pastors and sound preachers, in
recent years the church had become the
victim of liberal and then neo-orthodox
inroads. The congregation, I was told,
was dwindling. So I sort of went to say
good-bye.
When I attended the service, however, I was surprised. The place was
crackling with life—His kind. Something good was going on. There was life
in an open sharing time; the singing,
both contemporary and traditional, was
done with obvious meaning. The message, given to a growing congregation,

Adaptedfrom a theme presentation at the
1984 General Conference. Robert Hempy is
pastor of the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ
Church in southern California.

spoke to my life. At a coffee time following the service, my former junior department Sunday school teacher said, "We
are moving again." And I agreed. I came
away awed again by the resilient strength
of Christ's family and the power that
belongs to the true people of God. The
strength is the power of resurrection—
Christ's raised life, given to his people. It
is a life that takes death and turns it
around. This church, which I had written off, and which by normal reasoning
should not have been there, was thriving, moving, and alive again. We share
in that power today.
So it was in Ephesus, an unlikely
place for the thriving of a church. The
cult and the occult should have strangled
the infant church. But the church that
should not have survived, thrived instead. They knew something about the
strength of Christ's family—how to get,
tap, and keep it.
Ours is a power-conscious world with
a longer "power list" than the Roman
world of which Ephesus was a part.
Now, as then, the world needs to be
treated to a display of the power of the

by Robert Hempy
gospel of Jesus Christ—a power best
modeled by a strong, healthy, and whole
family. It was Paul's burden as he concluded the book of Ephesians that his
readers have a relationship of strength
with Christ. More than an experience of
power, a relationship as a part of a family is needed so that we can be what Jay
Kessler calls "the strong/ weak people,"
human and vulnerable and yet in Christ
victorious and able to overcome.
Paul gives us a formula for strength as
a last legacy. It is a word of strength
from the writer who lived on it with
world-changing success.
Strength is a decision
First, the strength of Christ's family is
a decision. Paul declares in Ephesians
6:13, "Put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you
may be able to stand your ground, and
after you have done everything, to
stand . . ." There is the decision, "after
you have done everything, stand." There
are some things we must do. Our greatest power, perhaps our only power in the
spiritual arena, is the power of choice.
6
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The strength of Christ's family is the
power of the resurrection—Christ's
raised life, given to his people. It is a
life that takes death and turns it around.
The ability "to stand" for Christ is a
given strength. It is "Christ in you" (Col.
1:27); it is being "strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 2:1). Enjoined
upon us, however, is the commitment of
the will in a personal situation demanding some kind of moral courage. The
absence of that commitment mandates
weakness, failure, and guilt.
Thus, the bottom line questions regarding his strength in us are: Do we want it?
Do we want the residency of that power
working and moving in our lives? And
will we choose it?
Sobering responsibilities accompany
being strong in the Lord. Jesus put it this
way to the man by Bethesda's pool, sick
for 38 years: "Do you want to get well?'
(See John 5). That sounds almost ludicrous to someone who has been sick that
long. But it is a relevant question. Sometimes weakness, immaturity, and excuses can be umbrellas to hide under.
Will we live safely in the boxes of our
own weakness? Or will we give our best,
availing ourselves of God's best?
There is a well-known tower in Pisa,
Italy. It is a leaning tower. Several years
ago, the tower had leaned too far and
could fall. The city fathers created a
study committee to seek a remedy. The
engineers on the committee recommended to an astonished city council
that the tower be straightened. The
council was aghast at the possibility.
"Many Italian towns have straight towers," they said. "Ours leans and is the
city's chief tourist attraction." The study
committee was re-commissioned with a
mandate to "stop the lean, but in no way
straighten the tower."
A decision for God's strength is a
commitment to wholeness, to a spiritual
"straightening." Do we want to get well
in God's way, accepting the burdens of
maturity it brings, or do we only want
the halfway measure of stopping the
"lean" of life?
The price tag of Christ's strength is
the decision to stand with him and for
him in a particular event of life. We are
good at generalizations. Blanket obeJune 1985

dience can be blinding, and, in advance,
so simple. "I will be true to Christ." But
when and where? What does that mean?
It is in the harsh reality of that moment
of testing that real decision is called for.
When Christ commands, he will of
course supply. But it is the "yes" of the
human will, in the moment of decision,
that introduces the adequacy of the
Spirit's strength.
In Mark 3, we learn of Jesus meeting
a man with a withered arm. ("Wither"
here is the same word used for a cursed
fig tree in chapter 10.) The arm was
dried up and useless, yet Jesus commanded that the man "stretch it out"
(3:5). How interesting it is that Jesus
commanded him to do the very thing he
could not do, and had probably repeatedly tried to do. The man said "yes" to
the thing he could not do. There was the
meeting of Christ's healing power and
the human power of choice, resulting in
a wholeness of limb. This is a repeatable
miracle. That is, Christ asks of all of us
what is beyond us. Being part of Christ's
family involves much more than healing
a withered arm. Our minds, vision, and
relationships often wither and must be
healed. It is the continuing moment of
decision which unlocks God's power.
All he needs is our will in the matter.
We can be strong in him any time we
choose. But this choice to stand with
Christ is conversely a choice never to
stand independently. At one point I was
having a problem with love. It was an
issue of loving someone whose action to
me seemed unlovely. I was engaged in a
mental war without bullets. Suddenly
on the screen of my mind was this spiritual prompting: "You can love in this
situation any time you choose." And
when I chose, love came, expressing
itself not in a gush of sentiment, but in
genuine concern. God was generously
awaiting the commitment of my will.
Strength is a definition
The second great Pauline statement is
in Ephesians 6:12: "Our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the

powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms."
Strength in Christ's family is a definition. Let me clarify: strength is such a
relative term. I can say, "I am a strong
runner," and you have every right to say,
"Compared to what?" In my case, the
comparison would probably weaken the
comment. Strong compared to what? In
Paul's usage, it is strength compared to
satanic opposition. "The armor of God"
is adequate against the strategy of Satan."
We must define what we are up against.
My brother is not my adversary. "We
wrestle not against flesh and blood." If
we were asked to think of the biggest
problem we face, the most troublesome
issue in our way, we would possibly and
mistakenly give it a face. We tend to
think another personality is our problem. "If that brother or sister were different, or, better yet, out of our lives, all
would be well." Paul is declaring, that is
never the root problem. It is not flesh
and blood as much as we think it is. My
foe is ultimately the one who controls
dark principalities and powers of an
unseen world—a world so much with
us. The devil's avowed goal is our total
destruction. True, he may use brother
against brother. He is the "accuser of
our brothers" (Rev. 12:10), but he actually uses us to accuse each other.
Now we see we are up against something totally out of our league, in a
match for which we are no match. But
"the one who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world" against us (1
John 4:4), as long as we keep definitions
straight. My brother or sister is not my
opponent. We cannot strike a fellowbeliever without striking our Lord in his
body. As long as we resist this ancient
and yet relevant temptation to make
God and his people the adversary, then
we are readied with his strength to combat the real foe. The power of Christ is
not a random gift. It must accomplish
his purpose—to announce, in human
experience, an accomplished fact—namely, Satan's defeat.
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In Tribute
by J. M. Brubaker

From time to time, books, articles
and letters of tribute are written about
persons of distinction who have passed
from this earth. A number of things
might determine how flowery the words
are and how many are written. Among
these would be how well the person was
known, the qualities the person possessed,
and last but not least, the writer's ability
as a public relations person.
Many times great contributions are
made by individuals who receive little or
no mention of their work. Such is the
case of Betty Henry. She was born and
always lived in a rural Pennsylvania
county that, to this day, does not have
even one traffic light. She was handicapped by very poor hearing which hindered her from doing what most people
consider great things.
Betty lived an unselfish life, loving
others in more than word, loving and
serving her Lord with great faithfulness
and joy. At her funeral service I, as her
pastor, said, "She cleaned the church
with as much dedication, faithfulness,
joy and enthusiasm as anyone I have
ever seen in service for the Lord—as any
bishop, pastor, missionary, or teacher.
She was as holy a person as anyone I
have ever known."
Some weeks after her funeral, I told
her husband, "1 have never seen one
thing out of line in Betty's life. I have
never heard her complain or say an
unkind word about anyone. Nor have I
ever heard of anyone who did." He replied, "1 never did either."
In our church, Betty's illness and
death has produced a new call to prayer
and has been an inspiration in faithfulness and joy in service. Since her death,
her husband has come to know the Lord
and God is speaking to others through
her life and death. I shall be pleased if,
when my body lies in the casket, it can be
said of me that I was half as good as
Betty Henry.
One day, when God hands out the
rewards in heaven, people like Betty
Henry will receive the rewards they
deserve. Many of us will "have" our
rewards. T h a n k God for the Betty
Henrys.
J. M. Brubaker pastors the Saville Brethren in Christ Church near lckesburg, Pa. The
obituary notice for Betty Henry is in this
month's "For The Record,"p. 25.
8

The strength of Christ likewise carries
the purpose of helping us define our
world and accept our humanness. It is a
strength that will come to terms with an
imperfect world; a strength that will
guard us from the fallacy of a "carte
blanche Christianity"; a strength that
will teach us how to suffer. For when we
open the door to Christ, we open the
door to suffering. His strength prepares
us for life's reality. Life has been described as "what happens to you when
you have other plans." God's strength is
the ability to handle those other plans.
This concept is expressed so well in a
poem etched on the prison cell wall of a
holocaust victim in Germany: "1 believe
in the sun when 1 cannot see it; 1 believe
in love when I cannot feel it; and I
believe in my Lord Jesus when I cannot
touch him."
The opposition needs defining and so
does life. It is in this discipline that we
are integrated to focus on the real forces
we face.
Strength is a direction
Ephesians 6:13 says, "Therefore put
on the full armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground." This suggests a
piece-by-piece process. Paul, using the
language of allegory, lists the Roman
armor, giving it, in each instance, a spiritual application. The armor noted is
important in what it means and how it is
to be taken up. We also need to see the
putting on of armor as a repeatable
process.
First, Ephesians 6:14 says, "Stand
therefore, having girded your loins with
truth" (RSV), or "Stand firm then with
the belt of truth buckled around your
waist" (NIV). This is the place to start
when you are under attack and needing
strength. When defeated, confused, indifferent, and depressed, when hit and
hurt, this is the beginning point of new

strength. The belt is fundamental to
everything else worn. It symbolizes going
back to the basic things that are always
true about Jesus Christ. It is a return to
the big picture—a reminder of reality.
No matter what is taking place in our
personal world of emotion and circumstances, the reality of what God is all
about has not changed: God is the ruler
yet and we are his.
A medical doctor once took me on a
hair-raising plane ride, skimming the
peak of Mt. Baldy. He said he wanted
me to see the top of it. His altimeter was
set at 11,000 feet. According to the book
on his lap, the mountain was 10,600 feet
in elevation. I had to fight against all
kinds of visual and emotional evidence
that we would hit the mountain. It was,
in this case, the book and the instrument
that spoke reality, and not what I felt
and saw. Likewise, there is a spiritual
vertigo. At times, I do not see reality. I
do not always feel it. It is the instrument
of God's Word that gives the authentic
picture. T his is the belt of truth.
Then the Apostle enjoins us to continue the process, to "put on the breastplate of righteousness" (RSV). It is the
breastplate, protecting vital areas, that
answers Satan's attack. Christ is ever the
ground of our standing before God. He
is our righteousness. We never stand on
our own merit, but his. Against this
truth, perhaps, is the most frequent
attack by Satan against the Christian
family—namely, that we are not worthy
of the family. Our enemy claims that
God may love us, which is something he
must do, but he certainly does not like
us. But God says that we are "accepted
in the beloved" (Eph. 1:6 KJV). In this
area, our faith depends on the founder,
not on us, the followers.
And then comes peace. See the progression? We don't start with peace,
well-being or shalom. We start by understanding reality, which is truth. God
says, start with righteousness, which is
Evangelical Visitor

Life has been described as "what
happens to you when you are making
other plans." God's strength is the
ability to handle these changes in plans.
what Christ has done, and then have
peace. Perhaps we should not say to
someone, "You should have peace."
People should first know who Christ is
and why they are in him. We should
return to these verities. Then we can act;
our feet will move; we can go and do in
his peace.
Now we move from belief to faith.
Paul next adds a vital postscript, "Take
up the shield of faith, with which you
will be able to extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God" (Eph. 6:1617). It is the shield of faith, not belief.
When we move into living, that is faith.
That is translating belief to faith. Faith
says, "I believe it; now I must act in a
specific situation and follow Christ."
And when we arise to do something
about our belief, our adversary will arise
and say, "I will stop you." There will be
obstacles to action, "flaming arrows"
coming unexpectedly. But there is a
shield; faith can intercede. Faith is belief
moving into action.
A minister friend in California has
traveled all over the world. He is an avid
photographer, the fellow with the perennial camera and strap around his
neck. But he confessed recently that not
one roll has been developed. Rolls of
film have been gathering dust in drawers
since 1977. Potential pictures to be
enjoyed are locked up. No development!
Then I began to think of my own life and
some areas that remain undeveloped
because I have not been willing to move
into the light. I have not been willing to
take belief and put it into action. Belief
must be developed by the bright light of
living our lives on a "faith in Christ"
basis.
If we follow our piece-by-piece application of strength for God's family, then
the thinking part of us will come into
focus. There is a "helmet of salvation"
for the intelligence—the mind—to keep
June 1985

our reasoning straight and to preserve
us from mental confusion and darkness.
This armor piece is defined as futuristic
in a companion passage. First Thessalonians 5:8 says we are to "have for a
helmet the hope of salvation." The end
of all this is absolutely certain; the victory is so imminent; the outcome of life
for us is sure. The battle and victory are
the Lord's. In the strength of that hope,
we keep our minds calm and undisturbed.
Then Paul writes we are to take "the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God" (6:17). This is Christ, the Living
Word. It is also Scripture, the written
Word, the very authority of Jesus Christ
who is the authority of Scripture, giving
us an offensive mandate. We need to
defend ourselves, and for this there is
armor. But the Word needs no defense.
It rather needs a clear, anointed proclamation. It is part of our strength that we
know the Word will work. Sometimes,
we don't work; the Word works when
we share it.
Strength is for giving
Let us not stop with putting on the
armor. Verse 19 says, "Pray also for
me, that whenever I open my mouth,
words may be given me so that I will
fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel." Make it known to whom?
To those for whom life is a mystery.
Those who have not had the contact
with Jesus Christ that we have had.
Strength for Christ's family is for the
purpose of not only making the family
better, but bigger. Much bigger.
Strength is to be donated, to be given.
As Peter says in the third chapter of
Acts, "What I have I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."
Or, as Jesus said (Acts 1:8), "You will
receive power . . . and you will be my
witnesses." My wife Barbara and I have
a little covenant together. It's nothing
profound, but meaningful to us. We
have a commitment or a mindset to

those who have not been here before. By
"here," I mean in this kind of caring,
loving, Christ-centered fellowship. There
are so many who have not been here
before. That situation can be strange
and disturbing and distressing to anyone.
A minister friend went to a church
service while on vacation. The newspaper said the service would start at
11:00 a.m. He got there at 11:00 a.m.
and met the congregation coming out.
When he asked a little lady what had
happened, she said, "Everyone here
knows we meet at 10:00 a.m. in the
summer. And he replied, "But I haven't
been here before." You see, there is a
mindset that can put us on the wrong
track. We can work and labor and care
for only those who have been here
before. But I think the strength of
Christ's family is for those who have
not.
Paul's symbolic pieces of armor do
not automatically cling to our lives.
They are to be "taken" repeatedly into
our lives. They are available resources,
but must be assumed again and again.
While we have one historic Resurrection, there are, as well, many resurrection experiences in our lives. Each new
demand, every new day, calls for an
equipped mindset on our part. I was
impressed with one Christian businessman who took great amounts of time to
get from home to his high-stress management position at the office. He once
said, "It takes much time each day to get
my armor on." So we should also.
Strength—God's kind—is so available. But there must be people committed
to continually tapping and keeping that
power. The power is there if we can only
see it. We are not alone and weak. But,
in him, we are adequate. We can put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, repeatedly being
clothed with the strength of his risen life.
This is the announcement of what is
already available—a clear picture of our
potential to see our lives as strong in
Christ.
•
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Too
Good
To
Be
True
Even though I work with volunteers
every day, I am still amazed by their love
and dedication. I can well understand
why people say they find the volunteer
program here at Messiah Village "too
good to be true." What has caused these
volunteers to respond? Where did they
come from, and what has prompted
their great efforts?
When government agencies lowered
the level of support in 1982, the need for
more funds for the care of our residents
was quite apparent. This need could be
met with direct assistance by more volunteers if they could be found, oriented,
and organized to supply the quality care
required by Messiah Village.
Soon after I joined the staff in May of
1983,1 found that Key Persons are the
center of interest and activity within the
Messiah Village Auxiliary. These Key
Persons are representatives of Brethren
in Christ churches in Central Pennsylvania. With these people in mind, I
mounted a large map of Pennsylvania
on my office wall and, using map tacks, I
pinpointed the churches which had appointed Key Persons. I wrote to each
Erla Stump is director of volunteers
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg,
Pa.
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by Erla Stump
one, inviting them to see me during the
Open House in September. At that time
we looked at the map and reviewed the
calendar of the coming month, noting
the days when we needed volunteers to
supplement the heavy responsibilities of
our staff. Because distance was a factor
for some, I suggested they form carpools
with others they could recruit from their
churches. Brochures were designed for

listing the names of their volunteers with
their service preferences.
Their response was most heartwarming and rewarding. Within several
months there were carloads coming on
their assigned days. Each volunteer had
a schedule. They worked with our staff,
and the daily tasks were completed.
They realized our dependence on them,
so that they were soon an integral part of
us.
That was 18 months ago. What has
happened to this group? These people
continued to travel those miles to keep
their schedules. In addition, the tacks on
the map have increased because the
number of responding churches has
grown! We now have 23 church groups
coming on a regular basis. Our residents' daily needs are being met, and the
quality of life has not fallen even though
the government funds are less.
I am keenly aware that Brethren in
Christ churches are family- and serviceoriented. I am deeply grateful for this,
not only for the work these volunteers
accomplish, but more for the type of
living they represent.
When schedules permit, carloads include teenagers who are learning from
the adults that a life that is shared is a
pattern worth following. Another generation of future leaders within our
denomination is being shown in deed
and word that we are fulfilling the words
of Jesus as he taught us to love, to care,
to share. Our residents and staff have
realized the teen volunteers' dependability and their testimony in action.
The momentum of this growing organization has been augmented by residents, cottagers, and community volunteers. Some had served previously, but

Volunteers sorting mail—John Spahr, center resident; David Hensel, Mark Owens, Doris Owens
cottagers; Ruth Bierbower, community.
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Volunteer Faithe Carlson (left) shares in
one-to-one visitation with resident Sara
Sowers.
Opposite page—Samuel Lady fills a water
pitcher with ice.

now became a part of the program by
accepting a definitely scheduled assignment.
Our volunteers are busy from dawn
to dusk. They raise and lower the flag,
wind the clocks, feed the parakeet, and
care for the plants. They help with mowing the acres of lawn, and the transporting of wheelchair-dependent residents.
These services are always done with the
"extra mile" attitude. These usual and
needed chores are not taken for granted.
We also appreciate the responsibilities
each resident has accepted as his or her
part of home life.
Can you believe that our sewing and
mending is always up to date? Two of
our resident volunteers, with the help
from three Cottagers, sew the name of
new residents on each item of clothing
and do the mending for our nursing care
residents.
Volunteers fold laundry, deliver laundry to our sheltered care residents as
needed, collect empty hangers from the
closets in nursing care and return them
to the laundry, thus saving staff hours.
Volunteers serve as clerks in the Country Store and the Gift Shop which are
sponsored by the Auxiliary as a convenience for residents, staff, and visitors. A
committee of volunteers is responsible
for offering prayer at each mealtime.
Then there is a corps of volunteers
which has total responsibility for going
to the post office, picking up the mail,
and sorting it for all of the residents and
offices. Our monthy publication, The
Echoes, is collated, folded, and prepared
for mailing by volunteers. Many mailings such as the Missionary Prayer
Challenge, public relations correspondence, and envelope-stuffing projects
are quickly completed by an on-call
group of accurate and efficient workers.
The Activities Department sponsors
many activities requiring volunteer support: bandage rolling, current events,
music appreciation, painting, ceramics,
stamp processing, crossword puzzles,
kitchen parties, and remotivation classes.
Hundreds of volunteer hours are given
to the Dietary Department: wrapping
silverware three times a day all seven
days a week, helping with inventory,
recording charges, food preparing, and
baking. Hostesses are available during
June 1985

the noon meal to assist residents with
their food, thereby giving them a wider
variety of menu and providing a family
setting for mealtime.
Volunteers assist our beautician in
providing hair care and transporting residents to and from their rooms.
Volunteers provide many vital services in the nursing area:
* RNs taking blood pressures weekly
in the nursing area, and monthly
for sheltered care and cottagers.
* Filling ice pitchers each weekday.
* Assisting in feeding residents as
needed.
* Transporting residents to and from
chapel services.
* Accompanying residents for medical appointments,
* Assisting the physical therapist
with the daily schedule.
* Reading to, writing for, and visiting with residents to promote and
retain communication.
* RNs assisting the podiatrist, others transporting the residents to
our medical office for this care.
The volunteer office is a place of constant use. Here the schedule of the day is
posted with the assignment for the volunteers; their name tags are readily
available; their smocks are ready for
wearing; and their individual file cards
are kept to record their hours of service.
Here, too, the volunteers can stop for a
cup of coffee and may share this time
with a resident.
Our more than 300 volunteers logged
30,000 hours in 1984. At an average
wage of $4.00 per hour, the financial
value would be $120,000, an amazing

total! Since many of these people are
professionally trained, we know that
our estimate is too modest.
The number of volunteers we note
here and the number of hours recorded
do not include the hundreds of hours
volunteers give in sewing gowns, bibs,
and lap robes. These items are made in
their homes and churches and add the
colorful family touch for our nursing
care residents. Craft items are made and
volunteers help with the sale of these at
shopping malls and during Open House.
How are these volunteers rewarded?
We give them certificates and pins during our annual recognition luncheons,
but this is not their true reward. They
receive a reward each day they are with
us. The hours we record and the monetary total cannot measure the value of
the efforts of these people. The value is
surely twofold. Messiah Village is meeting the needs of the residents through
these dedicated people, and the volunteers receive personal growth through
their service. After they have served,
many stop to thank me for the opportunity and to share of their love, concern, and hopes for the resident for
whom they have cared. We have laughed
together, have wept and prayed together.
Volunteers are people who love people.
The schedules have been made, but
there are still vacancies to be filled in the
schedule of daily care. After walking
with the five people she had assisted, one
volunteer aptly put it into words, As she
reviewed the names on her list of residents, she looked up at me with concern
and said, "But who will do it tomorrow?'
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"Double in a Decade" is not dead
by Don Shafer
In 1976 nearly all of our persons
involved in General Conference leadership responsibilities met to discern what
ought to happen in terms of church
growth for our Brotherhood. Our concern was spelled out by a task force that
focused on the concepts of conversion,
evangelism, planning, and the specific
goals of doubling in a decade. This
meant we would need to gain approximately 7 percent or more each year.
Our membership in 1973 was 11,436.
By 1983 we had grown to 17,376. Obviously, we would have needed 5,496
more persons to have doubled. It was
closer to a 50 percent gain (rather than
100 percent) in 10 years. But the concern
that should face us is the trend. Our two
best years were 1975 and 1976 when we
grew 5.3 percent and 5.9 percent. The
years of 1977-1980 were around the 5
percent mark, but in 1981 we dropped to
3.6 percent, and in 1982 and 1983 we
were down to 2.7 percent growth rate.
And this all happened when we were
talking about church growth. The better
news is that we are gaining slowly on
decadal growth. Between 1963 and 1973
we increased membership by 2,411 members, while between 1973 and 1983 we
increased by 5,940 members. But if we
are to see improvement over the next
decade, we must take some new directions.
Before we address some possible new
directions, let us affirm some of the
strengths we bring to the current needs
in our society. We have a solid biblical
understanding about faith and life. Our
spiritual ancestors took the Bible seriously and we still affirm the Scriptures
as the written Word of God and the
authoritative standard of truth that
serves as our supreme guide for life and
conduct.
Another factor of our life and practice
has been an accent on our concept of

For a number of years, Don Shafer served
as Director of Evangelism and Church
Growth for the Brethren in Christ Church.
He now is the denomination's General Secretary. He and his wife Marlene live in Upland,
Calif
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spiritual experience. We believe that
God, in Jesus Christ, changes a person
into a new creature and gives us the
Holy Spirit as the inner Guide for a life
of love and power.
We also have the heritage of a people
who deeply cared for one another. The
accent on service can be a helpful ministry in the society of competition and
success.
We have attempted to live in peace
and harmony and are still striving to
learn from one another what Christ's
peace means in terms of home life,
church relationships, and world affairs.
We may not always agree, but a hallmark of our journey has been the insistence that even though we differ we will
love one another.
Having affirmed these strengths of
biblical authority, Christian experience,
service, peace, and love, we note that
our outreach has been focused primarily
on target areas quite distant from our
population centers. Our churches overseas are larger and growing much faster
than here in North America. That is an
exciting process, and we are learning
from some of the churches how to be
more zealous in our outreach.
What are the new directions we need
if we are to double in a decade? I would
like to affirm our new direction in
"Renewal . . . 2000." We have accented
church planting and evangelism in our
structure. But it will take some changes
if we are to experience real growth.
For one thing, we must realize that
change is a way of life in the cities of our
society. So while we affirm the changeless Christ and the message of Christianity, we must face the change of cultures
in our populated areas. We have spent a
fair amount of time, energy and money
to reach people of other cultures in distant places, but we have at hand and are
being increasingly encompassed by people of all nations in our cities. This may
mean that some of us should be bilingual, and we should likely establish
some new regional conferences that may
be French or Hispanic. We must take
the new direction of diversity. Such
diversity doesn't mean we change the
principles of our doctrine, but it does
mean that we are more flexible in such
matters as form and function.

Another new direction we must take
is our concept of harmony. Rather than
covering up feelings and hope that conflict will go away, we will need to understand that conflict is a part of being a
people, and by God's grace and the Holy
Spirit's guidance we learn how to manage conflict. Our peace witness should
enable us to minister with strength.
We also need to enlarge our vision.
Mostly we are small churches. And
small churches have their value. I affirm
that and share the advantages of small
churches. But we also need some big
churches. Big churches do not necessarily mean big buildings or big land purchases. We just need to have larger
groups of people involved in larger ministries. We can use our good, thrifty stewardship ideas to learn how to use buildings and land more efficiently.
Mobility is also a way of life that calls
for new direction. We must become
more willing to deal with people on the
move. Most of us over 40 can remember
our parents who likely didn't move very
often except to travel or be missionaries.
But most of our children have been on
the move. We must face this factor of life
and minister accordingly.
Well, one could go on and on in terms
of need. We have all kinds of people
around us. There are the handicapped,
the street people, other ethnics, the
unwed mothers, the drug addicts, the
alcoholics, the divorced and remarried,
the poor, the prisoners, the prostitutes,
the rich, the retired, the unemployed,
etc. Mostly we have become middle
class, and we are reaching a few of the
unchurched. Research would likely show
that we have picked up quite a few from
other denominations.
This article is just meant to urge us to
prayer and practice that will take us into
the pockets of need all around us.
Church planting is an exciting method
to help us grow. But our established
churches need to take new directions
also if we are to double in a decade. God
wants his lost children found. He wants
to do it through you and me. What will
we do in the decade of 1985-1995? We
hold the answer! It depends on what we
decide to do as church people and
church leaders. May God grant us the
courage to be his witnesses.
•
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for evangelism,
and church growth

Myron Augsburger preaching the opening message at Alive '85.

For four days 1,500 Anabaptists invaded Denver's Regency Hotel and took
over, occupying every room, dining
facility, and seminar hall. They caucused together in large groups and small
groups in a major hotel that was theirs
and theirs alone from April 11-14.
Though cut off from the rest of the city
by concrete and freeways, their purpose
was exactly the opposite—not to be isolated, but to be better equipped to share
good news with the world around them.
Mennonites and Brethren of all stripes
and regions were gathered for Alive '85,
a consultation on evangelism and church
growth, a "celebration of the good news
of Jesus Christ." The purpose was to
share what is happening in outreach,
examine the shape of faithful evangelism, and be inspired for greater sharing.
The program called for messages by
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church leaders, dozens of nuts-and-bolts
workshops and lively sessions of worship, singing, and sharing. Sixty tables
of books, tapes, and exhibits were on
display. A film and video festival featured resources on evangelism and
church growth.
The fact that outreach is a compelling
mandate for Christians was understood
from the outset. A clear message was
that a full-orbed message of good news
has wide configurations. Evangelism is
"anything that makes faith in Jesus a
possibility," said veteran evangelist Myron Augsburger, one of the shapers of
the event. The good news is "that you
can be a child of God." By week's end
many were armed with a new appreciation for the wide swath of the evangelistic task, and a fuller disclosure of what
being a child of God can mean.

The Christian faith offers a "third
way" that is neither liberal humanism
nor the conservative political ideology
of the right, said Augsburger. According to the New Testament, vigorous
social concern and a high view of biblical authority, salvation, and evangelism
go hand in hand. Those who see peace,
social concern, and justice as merely
"tacked on" to the gospel "do not fully
understand the cross." Those who think
they can have peace and social justice
without evangelism "don't have the
whole New Testament," declared Augsburger.
This theme was picked up later by
missionary anthropologist Don Jacobs.
In an attempt to reconcile opposing
peace and evangelism camps, Jacobs
cautioned against dividing body and
soul. Peace is as inherent to the gospel as
sweetness is to sugar, for "it is impossible to think of Jesus without thinking of
the peace that is in him." Yet true peace
in both its social and spiritual dimensions, he said, is only possible when we
deal with sin.
New life in Christ is more than daily
Bible reading and an orthodox creed,
David Ewert said in his Bible study on 1
Thessalonians 1:1-10. According to this
pivotal text, the basic virtues of the good
news are faith, hope, and life, "a compendium of the Christian life." The great
commission stands as a permanent challenge to those who have the blessed hope
of Christ. Christians are empowered by
the assurance of his presence in all they
do, Ewert said. Among the numerous
expressions of this new life is "turning
from idols," language which many Christians have perhaps been too quick to
dismiss, said Ewert. Today's society is
enslaved by militarism, intellectualism,
13
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The purpose of Alive '85 was to stir and renew the vision for evangelism and church planting in the Anabaptist communities. I believe that
purpose was achieved. There were side benefits as well: fellowship,
renewing acquaintances, making new ones.
While there was not as heavy a presentation of the "tools" aspect of
evangelism as some might have desired, it was heartening to see the
reaffirmation by so many speakers of the primacy of redemptive grace,
recognition of the problem of mankind as sin, and the centrality of the
Bible as the Word of God giving the message of hope for a lost humanity. We were also challenged to see the contemporary world as it is and
to go out with the gospel, be an evangelistic witness, and form the
communities of faith.
—Arthur M. Climenhaga

Alive '85 was a truly inspiring and somewhat unsettling time! The
excitement generated by individuals relating the ways in which they
share Christ with neighbors, employers, employees, and strangers was
thrilling to experience. Churches—alive in their corporate vision and
creativity in reaching out to communities—elicited feelings of great
admiration and tinges of "I wish our church was like that."
Several areas of emphasis during these four days impressed me anew:
(1) each of us has a story to tell about our current aliveness in Christ
which needs to be shared frequently; (2) each one of us needs to
prayerfully choose one, two, or five individuals whom we need to
disciple into a growing faith; and (3) each congregation needs to have a
well-thought-out and operational plan for assimilating new individuals
into the church body. I certainly gained a new vision of the daily
orientation I need to have for my life: we need to work in our place of
witness, not just witness in our place of work.
—Lenora H. Stern

The stimulation of 1500 people meeting to discuss the ministry of
evangelism is not easy to describe. Personally, it was a time of spiritual
renewal and improvement of my evangelism resources. I was challenged
by the awareness that evangelism must be an integral part of all ministries. When we do not integrate it with caring, loving, and nurture, we
have missed valuable opportunities to evangelize. It was a joy to listen
to the other Brethren in Christ attenders share how God was speaking to
them. Once again, the wind of the Spirit has blown on the "divine glow"
in our lives.
—John A. Byers
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technology, and sex, not unlike ancients
who bowed before the gods of Mars,
Minerva, Vulcan, and Venus.
One speaker critiqued those who
would standardize all conversions under
the abrupt "trophy catch" variety. For
some, especially children brought up in
Christian families, conversion can be
gradual, said John Neufeld, president of
the Canadian Mennonite Bible College
in W i n n i p e g , M a n i t o b a . O t h e r
speakers noted, however, that at some
point even the "gradual convert" must
recognize a conscious commitment to
the way of Jesus.
British Columbia pastor Palmer
Becker warned lay evangelists not to
bite off too big a task and risk burnout
and discouragement. More effective nurture and discipling come by narrowing
the territory. Jesus had confined his
ministry in an ever-narrowing spiral—
first the 70, then the 12, and finally the
trio of Peter, James, and John. "Don't
try to care for too many," said Becker,
suggesting a target of a few people at a
time—a family member, a neighbor, a
co-worker.
A caring covenant community is essential to authentic evangelism, it was
stressed. A biblical program of evangelism is not a matter of "corralling and
hustling" people into the church so that
we can "count noses and nickels," said
Church of the Brethren leader James
Myer. Vibrant congregational life is a
necessary base for all outreach.
For some Christians such congregational life means helping victims of
oppression in Central America. A worship litany on freedom from political
bondage struck some attenders as inappropriate. Others accepted it as concern
for yet another area that must be penetrated with good news.
Most participants agreed that the
highpoint of Alive '85 was an address by
Baptist pastor Frank Tillapaugh on
"Unleashing God's People in Ministry."
Using catchy terms that have gained
fame through his writings and speaking
tours, Tillapaugh said the church often
appears as "a commissary for middle
class interests," a "holy huddle" that
retreats from the world rather than trying to penetrate it.
Thousands of parachurch agencies
have sprouted, he claims because
churches controlled by "rear-echelon
bureaucrats" failed to let energetic members minister in creative ways. The parachurch agencies had become the "fishers
of men and the church is the keeper of
the aquarium."
Evangelical Visitor

When people think of the church they
seldom think of ministries to prisoners,
unwed mothers, international students,
or the downtrodden, said Tillapaugh.
These were some of the needy areas
where churches should unleash their
members to minister. The secret of effective ministry was to be found not in
high-powered superchurches, but in
ordinary churches with ordinary pastors, he said to the accompaniment of
frequent bursts of applause. "There is
no limit to what the average church with
average leadership can do if it becomes
unleashed under the power of Jesus."
Sprinkled liberally throughout the
proceedings were short testimonies of
praise and instruction. A pastor told
how answering his own altar call for
rededication sparked a revival which
produced two new churches. A divorcee
pled with Christians to abandon selfrighteous, judgmental attitudes when
reaching out. "What we've got to offer
you is pain, shame, and hurt. Those are
our gifts. That's where we meet Christ,"
she said. A businessman-turned-minister
described being led to Christ by an employee who nonetheless befriended him
and persisted in friendship evangelism.
A conference leader implored Mennonites to "warm up"; too many churches
are like Mount Rushmore—"full of
stone faces."
Someone wondered if evangelistic believers would witness to the Regency
staff who were struggling to cope with
the largest crowd in the hotel's history.
During one frantic mealtime rush a waitress was badly scalded. As she was being
taken to the hospital someone told her,
"Fifteen hundred people will be praying
for you." More than once the gathered
assembly took time to pray for "our
friend Linda." The garb of evangelism
included caring and support.
Alive '85 did not say all that could or
should be said about evangelism nor did
it intend to. There were those who were
unhappy with the emphasis on the social
dimension of outreach. Some observers
sensed too little mention of sin and the
lostness of the unsaved. Yet many were
pleased to see the topic of evangelism
reworked under both new and familiar
categories.
One pastor said he especially enjoyed
discussing evangelism in an inter-denominational context. It was good, he said, to
"see that other s can talk about the good
news with as much warmth and fervor
as we do."— Wally Kroeker, for Meetinghouse.
H
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Alive '85 was indeed a very lively event. It had aspects of challenge
and controversy. It was a time to examine the intensity and effectiveness
of evangelism. The familiar faces of Brethren in Christ together with
new faces gave evidence to the unity of denominations serving one
Lord. The climactic call to commitment reminded me that we as a
brotherhood need to be more effective in reaching people. We have
more lost persons near us than we know. We are surrounded by other
languages and cultures within easy access. My prayer and intent is to be
more sensitive and disciplined to share our faith. We are debtors to
God's grace!
—Don Shafer

I am praying that a result of Alive '85 will be the unleashing of a
contagious Christian evangelism movement, unprecedented in history,
among the Brethren in Christ, Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonite Church. I am praying that a result will be a strategizing for the
evangelization of North America by the laity of the church.
Upon the conclusion of the convention, my spirit sang, "Rise up, O
church of God! Have done with lesser things; give heart and soul and
mind and strength to serve the King of kings."
—Dale Shaw

One of the highlights of Alive '85 for me was the caucus of approximately 60 Brethren in Christ on Sunday morning. After having heard
the theological and practical aspects of evangelism presented in group
meetings and workshops, our group met to discuss evangelism by the
Brethren in Christ.
With all our enthusiasm for evangelism, we have not been very
successful in seeing converts become part of our congregations. One
person observed that we really only keep our piety and obedience by
giving them away. We need to be sanctified pragmatists, emphasizing
results as well as theory. We need to think more about seeing sinners
saved instead of reshuffling the saints.
For those who decide to do evangelism, we probably will be more
effective if we put less emphasis on methodology and more on finding
sinners where they are, leading them to a conversion experience, and
then nurturing them.
—Donald R. Zook
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Children
and sex:
What
parents
should
know

by Curtis O. Byer
Plan for it or not, all of us parents are
teaching our children about sexuality. It
may come through planned or incidental conversations between a parent and
child. It also happens in the using of a
slang term for the genitals when talking
to a son, in the evading of a daughter's
question, or in giving a dishonest mythical answer. It comes through as we parents interact with each other, through
our responses to the sexual content of
television, and even through our silences.
We may want to excuse ourselves
from this "unwanted task" by accepting

Curtis Byer is a biologist and instructor in
human sexuality at Ml. San Antonio College, Walnut, Calif., and a co-author of the
newly-released college textbook, Dimensions
of Human Sexuality (W. C. Brown, 1985).
He and his wife are the parents of four grown
children and attend the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church. He is also a member of the
denomination's Board for Congregational
Life.
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the old myth that before puberty children are not sexual, and that by exposing them to sexual ideas we're violating
their innocence. But a child's sexuality
begins early. Sonograms reveal the story
of the fetus within the uterus. While a
child's reproductive system won't function until puberty, its sexual response
system is functioning before birth.
Long before children learn how babies
are made, they are sexually self-aware.
Why tell children that their sexual feelings are bad or sinful until they are 18 or
married, when their brains are telling
them these feelings are pleasurable? If
we did the same with speech, would our
children learn to speak? Worse yet, what
if we told them their attempts at speech
were bad or sinful?
Masters and Johnson tell us that one
of the major causes of sexual difficulties
with married persons is early teachings
by parents that sex is bad. God gives
sexual feelings to children so that in the
first 12 years of life they might become
at ease with and in charge of their sexuality, rather than be ashamed and exploitative with it.

Parental Fears
Many parents would like to educate
their children about sex, and want their
children to mirror their personal values.
Yet various roadblocks stand in the
way.
Parents feel uncomfortable when discussing sex. It is important to know that
it's not necessary to feel totally comfortable about your own or your child's
sexuality in order to be an effective sex
educator. In fact, few parents feel totally
comfortable when discussing sexual matters with their children. The question is
not whether you will teach your children
about sex, but how well (even silence
carries a powerful message). Children
have an intuitive and sympathetic way
of responding to a parent's efforts at
being honest.
Parents fear not knowing all the
answers. How much must you actually
know? Small children are more apt to
ask questions about how they are made,
and older children are more likely to
raise questions about values and interpersonal relations. If parents don't know
the answers, there are excellent sources
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in libraries and book stores.
Regarding values, honestly admit that
you are a product of your generation,
your home, and your religious perspective. If our values have merit, they
deserve to be examined. Well-founded
values withstand scrutiny.
Parents fear being too explicit and
overstimulating children. Parent-child
talk doesn't create curiosity about sex;
it's already there. Nor does openness

lead to teenage sexual activity. One of
the causes for teenage pregnancies is
insufficient love in the young person's
life—too little touching, or warmth, or
talking together as a family. Some girls
are so hungry for love that they are willing to risk pregnancy to receive love
from a boy. Nor does information equal
permission. Studies show that young
people who have received sex education
begin their sex activity later, and use

The community of faith and sex education
by Curtis O. Byer
A growing number of leaders contend that sex education has a proper
place in the church. There are reasons for this contention:
• Even near-perfect parents need help. They must stack their values
against those of the culture (peers, schools, music, books, TV, movies). Nor
can we count on the schools to teach Christian values regarding love,
purity, and fidelity.
• Not all parents communicate well regarding sex. Best wishes aside,
they may be uncomfortable, feel overwhelmed, or feel ill-informed. It may
help to have the assistance of another adult (youth leader, retreat speaker,
pastor) who reflects the parents' values.
• The church can provide protection outside the family for a child's
sexuality. Even parents do not have absolute rights over their children,
such as sexually abusing the child. The church as a Christian community
can serve as a check on parents who might isolate their families. The church
has a value system and is structured (programs, ministries, congregational
life, magazines, and other literature) to strengthen strong homes and to
assist weak ones.
Some of our Brethren in Christ conferences have been providing sex
education. The Canadian Conference has already conducted a wellattended human sexuality conference for secondary and college students.
Over the past 12 years, the Pacific Conference has conducted three popular
human sexuality conferences for high schoolers. Each of these has been
highly successful. It may be an appropriate time for other conferences and
congregations to consider similar retreats.
Before we lull ourselves into thinking sex education a valuable option,
but not really necessary, let's look at some survey results:
1. Young people are having sex at an earlier age. Sexual activity by ages
12 and 13 years is not uncommon.
2. More teenagers are sexually active before marriage. As many as 50
percent of all teenage girls and 70 percent of all teenage boys engage in
premarital sexual intercourse.
3. One of every six teenage girls has a pregnancy before marriage. Yet,
in one study, when 300 sexually active girls were asked if they wanted to
become pregnant, 95 percent answered no.
4. As many as 60 percent of pregnant girls who marry and who were 17
years or younger at the time of the marriage are separated or divorced
within six years of the marriage.
5. The earlier a young person has sexual intercourse, the less he or she
knows about it. Further, young people who have had no sex instruction
have a higher rate of sexual activity than those who had such instruction.
6. While parents are selected by young people to be the primary sex
educators, fewer than 20 percent of young people feel their parents have
given them a satisfactory sex education. And lest we assume that schools
are getting the job done, a recent Gallup survey showed that fewer than half
of teenagers reported having had any sex instruction in school.
—Curtis O. Byer
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contraception more effectively than those
not receiving such education.
Parentsfear neighbors and/ or friends
learning that our children know about
sex. How do we feel when our children
come home with fictitious stories about
where babies come from—dropped out
of the sky, brought by a stork, found in a
cabbage patch? What respect can we
expect from our children when they
learn that we have been dishonest with
them? And what about friends and
neighbors who may be suspicious or
indignant with us about what our children told their children? Children who
are well-informed can become a resource
for accurate sex information. The issue
is not whether our children share sex
information, but rather whether what
they share is accurate and true.
How Can I Teach?
First, parents should be open with
their children about sexuality from the
beginning. And if parents have not yet
started, it's never too late to begin. Begin
with how males and females are made
and how their bodies look when they're
grown up.
Second, communicate positive ideas
to your children about sex. Tell them
that sex is a private act. We may say,
"Your body is yours—it's very special to
you. Everyone has the right to say 'no' to
anything sexual." Talk to children about
responsibility in connection with sex—
as expressed through attitudes and actions. When a child has learned responsibility, it's easier to add sexual responsibility when that child reaches puberty.
Third, don't avoid the area of the
body between the belly button and the
knees. Some four- and five-year-olds
identify this region as "not me." We can
be positive about our "equator" by putting names to the parts in the genital
area. Avoid referring to it as "down
there." After all, some pleasurable and
satisfying things go on "down there."
Fourth, use proper language. In talking about sex, we communicate in different ways. Parents can use several language systems in sexual communication:
(a) Child language. They may use
terms of body functions (#1, #2, tinkle),
terms of the anatomy (hiney, bottom),
or terms of endearment (baby doll,
honey, sweetie). Some of these terms
may become part of our adult vocabulary.
(b) Street language. Neither dirty nor
sinful, these vernacular terms are often
used by peers and may give "proof' of
being a part of the "in" group. Used as
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"power" words, they may be used to
impress each other. While parents may
openly disapprove, they themselves may
use some of these same terms in private.
(c) Euphemisms. Some language is
used to avoid explicit terms while talking about sex (making love, sleeping
together, that time of the month). Such
language is used to camouflage a message by using softer language.
(d) Medical-scientific language. Then
there's the anatomical language (penis,
vagina, uterus). This is, after all, the sort
of correct language we use when referring to nonsexual body parts and processes. In these cases, we are proud when
we can sound informed and educated.
No one language is good for all conversations. If our words are offensive or
vague, the message may be lost. It's best
if parents can learn the language of sex
and the proper pronunciation of words.
Any parent who can pronounce "Susquehanna" should have little trouble
with penis or vagina. Since language
learning in children begins about six
months of age, this is a good age for

parents to begin using simple, but accurate terms. By using correct terms, we
dignify the genitals. But, better to use
the wrong language than use none at all
and hide behind a screen of silence.
Fifth, let your child know that sex
talk is not only acceptable, but expected.
The easiest way to handle this is by starting when your child is very young. One
authority suggests that if a child hasn't
raised sexual questions by the age of
five, the parent should start the conversation. Parents can begin practicing
talking about sex by talking to each
other. Some parents can't talk freely
about sex to each other after years of
marriage and even parenting. If parents
are "scared o f f ' by sex conversations,
they can buy the book Talking With
Your Child About Sex by Calderone
and Ramey (Ballantine, 1982), reading
the answers to the most common sex
questions aloud, then to each other, and
then to their child.
Sex education is the primary responsibility of the parents—both parents.
There is no proof that girls are best edu—

—

—

The Board for Congregational Life
announces the

1985 Bible Quiz Finals
July 18-20, 1985

Messiah College, Grantham, PA
with General Conference Quizmaster
Mark Hess
Playoff schedule:

Round-robin tournament—Thursday, July 18, 10:30-12:00,
6:00-8:15
Friday, July 19, 8:45-10:45
Double elimination rounds—Friday, 6:00-8:00
Saturday, July 20, 9:00-12:00
Finals—Saturday, 1:00 p.m.

Held in conjunction with the Allegheny Youth Leadership
Conference, the quiz playoffs will feature teams from the
Allegheny, Atlantic, Canadian and Central Conferences. At
least six teams are expected to test each other's knowledge of
the Gospel of John.
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cated by their mothers and boys by
fathers. In fact, the learned pattern of
only talking with parents of the same
gender may help set up faulty patterns in
which, after marriage, a husband must
express his intimate feelings to another
male, and a wife to her girlfriends, rather
than to the marriage partner. If the
father refuses to share in sex education
(or vice versa), the wife must take it
upon herself to explain love and sex to
the child. We tend to do as our parents
did. So learning to talk about sex may
seem awkward until new skills are
learned.
When should parents tell? Whenever
the child asks. If you are an askable
parent (askable parents have a sense of
humor and some common sense), you
will feel responsive to questions. If not,
questions may leave you feeling distressed or even indignant. Since sex is an
appropriate family topic, how well you
communicate with your child relates to
how you feel about yourself. It also
relates to how well husband and wife
communicate. However, both children
and parents deserve to have their privacy respected, and such a sense of privacy limits what is told by both parent
and child.
Anticipating the day when families
everywhere give sex education the stature and dignity it deserves, Charlie
Shedd writes:
Some day, far off in the distance is it?
When the earth has cooled from the
last big blowup,
Will there be a wise race of people
who will understand sex?
What it really is and Holy?
And fathers will sit with their
daughters, won't they?
And they will tell how a man
sees it.
And mothers will walk with
their sons, I think,
And train their boys on women.
And the family will be what it
should be,
Open, and honest, and fearless,
And that will be the day
When the whole world knows,
Including the teenagers,
That it is just as it says forever:
"So God created man in
his own image . . . male
and female he created
them . . . And God saw
everything that he had
made, and behold, it was
very good."
(The Stork Is Dead, Word)
Yes! That will be the day!
•
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First Can-Am Quiz Meet
What has between 250 and 300 legs,
eats 25 pizzas in a matter of minutes,
drinks seven cases of pop in the same
short time, and is capable of raising the
roof of Niagara Christian College's
chapel with the noise it makes?
This "beast" invaded the campus of
NCC on March 23-24 for the first
annual Can-Am Bible Quiz Challenge
Meet, with Bible quiz teams present
from Canada and the United States, and
from four denominations: the Church of
the Nazarene, the Missionary Church,
the Christian and Missionary Alliance,
and the Brethren in Christ. Belmont
Hall resounded with the noise of applause for correct answers, the sound of
friends greeting each other and new
acquaintances comparing their Pennsylvania "accents" with the accents of
the Canadians.
Following a full day of quizzing and
fellowship, which lasted from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., four teams were chosen to enter
the semi-final round: the Christian and
Missionary Alliance All-Star Team #1,

and the Hanover, Cumberland Valley,
and Stayner Brethren in Christ teams. A
grueling round of play-off quizzes, attended by up to 140 people, resulted in
the Stayner Brethren in Christ team
emerging as the champions of this exciting tournament, with the Hanover team
finishing as the runners-up.
Special recognition was given to the
top six quizzers of the day: Jeff Musser,
Cumberland Valley BIC, 92 points/
quiz; Donald Sheffer, Stayner BIC, 92
points/quiz; Lisa York, Alliance AllStar#l, 83 points/quiz; Elaine Baugher,
Hanover BIC, 83 points/quiz; Sherri
Peachy, Cedar Grove BIC, 80 points/
quiz; Scot White, Wainfleet BIC, 80
points/quiz.
A very special thanks from all of us in
the Canadian Conference goes to our
American friends who supported us in
our first tournament by their enthusiasm and participation. We look forward
to seeing you all again next year in the
Great White North. —R. Aubrey Hawton, Canadian Conference Quizmaster

Pequea wins
Lancaster Tournament
Spirited competition and sportsmanship highlighted the Sixth Annual Lancaster Tournament held at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church on Saturday, April 20. There were 19 Brethren in
Christ teams and one Nazarene team
from Frederick, Maryland, entered in
the tournament, which began at 9:00
a.m.
The 20 teams were divided into two
10-team divisions. Pequea won the Division A title with Cumberland Valley
and Cedar Grove finishing close behind.
Hanover was undefeated in Division B,
with Fellowship Chapel and Grantham
in hot pursuit. When the inter-division
smoke cleared, Pequea had won the
tournament trophy. The top 10 teams
were as follows:
1. Pequea, PA
2. Cumberland Valley, PA
3. (tie) Fellowship Chapel, NY &
Hanover, PA
5. Cedar Grove, PA
June 1985

6. Grantham, PA
7. Elizabethtown, PA
8. Lancaster, PA
9. Frederick, M D
10. Wainfleet, ON
Other teams represented were: Fairland, PA; Fairview, OH; Highland,
OH; Montgomery, PA; Nappanee, IN;
Palmyra, PA; Perkiomen Valley, PA;
Refton, PA; Skyline View, PA; Speedwell Heights, PA.
David Helfrick of Montgomery was
the top quizzer with an average of 96.6
points per quiz. Sherri Peachey from
Cedar Grove was second with a 93 average and Corrie Hess from Grantham
was third with 88.9. The remaining top
ten quizzers were: Elaine Bauger, Hanover; Linda Beail, Frederick; Jeff Musser, Cumberland Valley; Mike Harnish,
Pequea; Chris Rickman, Wainfleet; Tim
Shirk, Pequea; and Matt Warfel, Lancaster.—Charles Crider, tournament director

The
ministry at
Paxton Street
by A. Ruth Lehman
The ministry to the disadvantaged of
the Paxton Street Home, Harrisburg,
PA, continues by the grace of God. The
home serves residents, staff, and community.
Presently there are 76 residents. The
youngest is 23 years old and the oldest
recently celebrated his 90th birthday.
They are folks with a variety of problems or senior citizens who chose to
retire at Paxton Street Home. The family atmosphere encourages helping one
another. Concern is exhibited for each
other and anxiety is expressed when
someone is ill.
There are 19 full-time and 3 part-time
staff members. They provide social services, housekeeping, food services, maintenance, and crafts. They are committed
Christians, representing six denominations, who feel called of God to minister
at Paxton Street Home. Sharing Christ's
love with residents who make no profession and with those committed to Christ
is a challenge.
Every day many hours are spent
meeting physical needs, but meeting
spiritual needs is the vision of the total
program. Openness to God and one
another deepens relationships.
One staff member came to the home
after her children were in college. She
looked for some type of mission service,
but found no opening with her denomination. She heard of Paxton Street,
came for an interview, and now is in
charge of a department.
The community is served by the Thrift
Shop, both as a place to purchase items
and as a channel for donations.
Paxton Street provides opportunities
for volunteers with all sorts of abilities
to minister in Christ's name. Some come
for a day at a time, others for several
months at a time. Weekend volunteers
come on Friday night and stay until
Sunday, making it possible for staff to
be off.
Several staff members will complete
their service with Paxton Street Home
this summer to go into other ministries
or to return to school. Replacements are
needed. Couples, retired people, and
singles will find an opportunity to share
Christ's love through service at Paxton
Street Home.
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Manhlenhle
Khumalo

His early days with

by Doris Dube
As we drove through the familiar
landscape en route to Mkwabeni, I
wondered if the reports about Manhlenhle Khumalo were true. It was said
that he was unwell and had been for
quite some time. It seemed like ages
since we had seen him at General Conference. I recalled the last time I had seen
him in town. At that time he seemed to
be a man who complained about everything. Nonetheless, I knew him to be a
great man of God, and I looked forward
to visiting with him. It would be so
enriching to exchange news with him.
Manhlenhle Kumalti is physically old
and weak, but he is very alive spiritually.
At nearly a century old, Khumalo is a
virtual mine of Zimbabwean Brethren in
Christ Church history; however, it is not
easy to draw it out of him. He is very
elusive and sometimes speaks in riddles.
As we talked I watched his face light up
at the recollection of pleasant memories;
then he would become thoughtful as he
strained to remember certain incidents.
"I met the missionaries in June of
1902," recalls Khumalo. "It was then
that I went to Matopo Mission to stay. I
don't even know when I was born, but at
that time my age was estimated to be 16
years.
"Though life at the mission was
strange for me, it was one long adventure. We shared duties with the other
boys. I worked in (Mrs. Grace) Steigerwald's kitchen, played nurse to (Mrs.
Emma) Doner's baby and also performed
various duties as Miss (Frances) David-

Doris Dube is the teacher in charge of the
infant section of a school in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. She is the Sunday school superintendent at the Center City Brethren in Christ
Church in Bulawayo and serves as a field
reporter for Brethren in Christ Missions in
Zimbabwe.
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missionaries

Doris Dube talks with Manhlenhle Khumalo at his home.

son's errand boy. I attended classes as
did others of my age and older. We
learned to read and do simple arithmetic. As soon as we could read, we
were given New Testaments which we
then proceeded to learn and teach to
others.
"I remember many incidents of my
early days with the missionaries. We
walked long distances from village to
village, teaching God's Word. Sometimes we would find the people working
in the fields and we would join in.
Afterwards we'd ask to share the Word.
If allowed to do so we would sing, share,
and pray. Sometimes the villagers would
refuse to hear God's teaching. It was at
those times that I saw the Scriptures
coming alive. If the Word was rejected,
the ladies (Miss Frances Davidson and
Miss Alice Heise) would stand up, shake
off the dust from their feet and skirts,
then walk off from that village never to
return. Later we (the mission boys) were
sent out to teach or open new schools.
When we were sent out thus, we served
as teachers, preachers, evangelists, as
well as spiritual advisors. I taught at
seven schools."
Manhlenhle Khumalo has seen the
church bud and grow into what it is
now. He speaks lovingly of the bishops
of his active days: Bishops Henry Steigerwald, Henry H. Brubaker, Arthur
M. Climenhaga, David E. Climenhaga,
Alvin J. Book, and Philemon M. Khumalo. From them all he learned or
shared something. For a long time he
lived close to old missionary Harvey J.
Frey who founded Mtshabezi Mission.
Khumalo says Mr. Frey inspired him,
for he lived what he taught. From some
of these great men Khumalo says he
learned to be what the Bible teaches. He
says he has never wanted to go back to a
godless life.
When the first three black overseers

for the Brethren in Christ Church were
ordained, Manhlenhle Khumalo was
among them. The other two were Nyamazana Dube and Mawogelana Khumalo.
He also saw the development of what we
now call General Conference. The first
conference was held in 1919. In 1929
district meetings were introduced. On
August 4, 1945, at Dekezi, Khumalo
conducted his first baptism service. All
in all, Manhlenhle Khumalo gave his
whole life to God's service. He has
worked faithfully and now he is waiting
for the end. He says he is not afraid of
the end because he is sure he has lived as
God would want him to. As the disciples
were safe when Jesus calmed the storm,
Khumalo is safe in his village, though
life is not always peaceful in the country
around him.
Before we left Khumalo, we shared a
great time of fellowship through song
and prayer. Khumalo sang off tune, but
he knew the words of the songs well. We
had a special foot-washing and communion service which we all thoroughly
enjoyed.
As we drove away from Khumalo's
village I felt sort of lonesome. 1 felt I had
drunk a little from a special well which
filled him to overflowing. I felt warm
from the glow of that something which
radiates from God's children though it is
never easy to lay one's finger on it. I
wondered how I would have fared if I
had lived in the early days when the
gospel was first brought to the African
people. Would I have embraced its message as faithfully as had Manhlenhle
Khumalo? Would I have remained so
unshaken, so peaceful, and so hopeful in
the face of life's problems? Again and
again I recalled what we had discussed
with Khumalo, and I realized that the
spark which had been set in him by the
gospel had spread and become a great
fire.
•
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who served
so well

Fannie Longertecker and Mary Heisey

garden which excelled in quantity, quality, and variety. What Fannnie touched
may not have turned to gold, but even
better, the touch of her spirit on others
challenged them to life and fruitfulness.
Fannie Longenecker has given 38
years of service to Brethren in Christ
Missions. A missionary educator in
Africa through years of profound change,
Fannie has played a key role in the training of church leaders in Zambia. Her
abilities as teacher and speaker, her
capacity to grow, and her dedication to
Christ have enabled Fannie to share significantly in the lives of many people.
Thank you, Fannie, for your service to
Christ and the Brethren in Christ.

by Donald Z o o k

These words of appreciation were shared at the Boardfor World
Missions' February meeting. Board members suggested they be
published in the Visitor so the brotherhood could learn of the
good service rendered by these two faithful missionaries.

Fannie Longenecker
Fannie was born in Kansas, the daughter of John and Rosa (Buckwalter)
Longenecker. At the age of 7 she received
Christ and was sanctified at 21 years of
age. She attended Messiah Junior College and graduated from Beulah College
(later Upland College). After a year as
dean of women at Beulah, Fannie began
overseas service in 1946 as a teacher at
Matopo Teacher Training School in
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe).
During the last four years of the first
term, she served as headmistress at
Mtshabezi Upper Primary Girl's School.
Beginning her second seven-year term
of service in 1955, Fannie went to
Macha Teacher Training School in Zambia. There she served as headmistress
until 1959 when she joined the teaching
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staff at David Livingstone Teacher Training College. During her 10 years there,
Fannie held the positions of head of the
religious education department, chairman of Christian Life Counsel, and
women's hostel advisor.
In 1969 Fannie began teaching at
Sikalongo Bible Institute (SBI), then
recently founded. She served as a committed and dedicated teacher who was
instrumental in helping to build and
train leadership for the Zambian church.
She contributed to the process of Zambianization by training and developing
national leadership to replace her as the
SBI principal. But when the church
requested her to again assume responsibilities, she graciously accepted.
Fannie's discipline and hard work
have enabled her to do a variety of
things: coordinate the Sunday school
program in Zambia, duplicate materials
in Tonga for Theological Education by
Extension, minister through counseling
and prayer, sew dresses for special occasions, visit villages with Bible institute
students, speak on biblical topics, and
share garden produce with the community. Fannie's life has touched many
others in positive, meaningful ways.
Fannie exercises spiritual discipline in
combating the forces of evil in the name
of the Lord. She has consistently taken a
personal interest in the lives of her students, providing them with gentle but
firm guidance into spiritual maturity.
Fannie's passion to do things well is
shown in all her work including her

Mary Heisey
Even as a child, Mary had missions
service in her heart, although she did not
make this known in any public way. She
accepted the Lord and was baptized at
the age of 10. After graduation from
high school, she completed Junior College at Messiah where she was active in
singing groups, Missionary Circle, and
on the school periodical (Clarion) staff.
She entered nurses training at Lancaster
General Hospital (Pa.) and later graduated with a B.S. from Elizabethtown
College in 1946.
Mary's first experience in mission
service was in Kentucky where she operated a clinic for three years, learning to
enjoy the singing and folkways of her
new friends there. Returning to Messiah
College in the fall of 1949 as school
nurse (for two and a half years), she took
further studies in preparation for missionary service overseas. She was consecrated for missionary service in her
home congregation, Cross Roads (Pa.),
in 1952 along with her sister and brother.
After completing a course in midwifery
at the Frontier Nursing Service at Hyden,
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Kentucky, Mary left for Africa in October 1952.
Many families in the Wanezi (Zimbabwe), Macha and Sikalongo (Zambia) communities have been acquainted
with Mary Heisey at the occasion of
births. At the request of parents, many
of those babies bear names suggested by
her. In addition to obstetrical nursing,
Mary has been involved in many other
ministries. She supervised the Homecraft School at Wanezi during her first
term and has held various staff positions
at Macha Hospital during her second,
third, and fourth terms. Mary's attention to meticulous detail has led to her
becoming one of the most proficient
persons in the Tonga language of Zambia. For many years she has taught
Tonga classes and tutored individuals in
their study. She has served in numerous
administration and s t a f f assignments. In
the past three years she has been helping
with the production of Christian literature in translation checking, and was on
the writing team for Tonga Bible-based
adult literacy primers.
After many years as a devoted, proficient missionary nurse, Mary accepted
the challenge to expand her involvement
in linguistics, one result of which was her
invaluable contributions to Tonga Christian publications such as the literacy
primer. Mary promoted language learning with patience and enthusiasm, using
principles for language acquisition before they were officially discovered and
publicized.
She is an avid bird watcher who has a
fine collection of feathers from Zambian
species. Mary is also gifted in bird calls
and has on occasion been persuaded to
share some of them.
Completing more than three decades
of missionary service in Africa, Mary
Heisey served as language coordinator
in Zambia during her final (sixth) term.
She assisted in the Zambianization process by sharing with both missionaries
and national leaders an enlightened
understanding of culture and, during
the final months of her recent term at
Sikalongo Mission, she served as the
country representative during the furlough of Mary Olive Lady. She embraces
life with breadth and depth as she conscientiously follows her Lord.
Both Fannie and Mary are part of the
Messiah Village Community. Mary is nursing at the Village, while Fannie is employed
part-time at the mission office in Mount Joy.
Don Zook is executive director of the Board
for World Missions.

G o d at w o r k in our w o r l d

Hino City English class Christmas party. In
the front row (from the left): missionaries
Ruth and Marlin Zook and Jean Maedke.

Thanks, prayer partners
Marlin Zook, Tokyo, Japan
Recently I met the class of those who
are interested in knowing what the
Christian life and church life are all
about. Of the six who attend regularly,
Mrs. Tanaka is the only one who has
made a firm decision to be baptized. The
others are still debating the issues.
Mrs. Tanaka shared with the others
in the class that she had gone to a mission school where she first came in contact with the Bible. She had been reading it for 20 years, but it was in the
experience-oriented class that she was
first able to experience the love of God
in her life. She said it has completely
changed the direction of her life. I am
glad that God answers prayer, that an
experience-centered way of teaching
could be developed. Thanks, prayer
partners, for your support.

EvangelismHollywood style
Jean Maedke, Tokyo, Japan
When teaching the Bible in English to
our Japanese students, sometimes it is
hard to know if we are getting through
or not. The Hino City English class studies from Today's Modern English Bible
for an hour each month, and always the
students comment, "The Bible is so
difficult!"
When I suggested changing texts to a
much simpler book of short Bible lessons, Mrs. Kurokawa vetoed the idea.
"I have never studied this book before," she replied, indicating the Bible,
"so I want to continue studying it."
Honoring her request, each month we
join Moses as he seeks the Lord through
the long, difficult journey to the promised land.

Last month, though, instead of reading about the Exodus, we watched the
Hollywood portrayal of it on one student's video set. Very dramatically this
visual aid helped demonstrate the power
of God to these dedicated ladies who are
struggling to understand the Bible in a
foreign language. Perhaps the actors
and producers filmed "The Ten Commandments" to make themselves rich.
But please join me in praying that our
viewing of "The Ten Commandments"
will be a positive link in God's process of
making these students spiritually rich.

Joy in the morning
Chris and Marlys Book,
Choma,
Zambia
Sitting at the supper table, we were
reflecting on the goodness of our Lord
during the past year. We were blessed
with visits from our parents. We have
health when many are suffering from
tropical disease, such as malaria. The
rains are with us, and people are encouraged about their crops. Enrolled in
the Bible institute are a group of committed, enthusiastic young people who
keep the staff on our toes. We are grateful for fulfillment in our lives, for joy in
the morning.
Then news—news to make the most
solemn believer lift his heart in praise!
Living in a land where competition is
strong for the few places in senior
secondary school, students are under a
lot of pressure to spend every available
minute in study. Because of this, our
junior students were told that they
should give no time to Scripture Union.
But, praise the Lord, over half of the
students who because of their achievement were given places in senior schools,
are also members of our Scripture Union
group. Join us in prayer for them for
courage, for resistance to peer pressure,
and for continued hunger for the Word
of God.

Hospitality plus!
Esther Spurrier, Choma, Zambia
One side effect of my travels in the
literacy work has been an increase in the
number of visitors who come to our
house. If people whom I have met elsewhere are in the area of the hospital,
they are sure to stop in to greet and to
see how we live. And so I am continually
challenged that my hospitality be as
unto the Lord.
Evangelical Visitor
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When I go to a Tonga village, I am
struck each time with the extent of the
hospitality given. It is the custom here to
give the visitors something to eat or
drink while they are visiting, then something is also given for the visitors to take
home. Often they will say it is for the
children. I come home laden with maize,
squashes, vegetables, wild honey, milk,

or whatever happens to be available.
When I see how graciously these people give out of the little they have, I am
challenged to give out of my comparative abundance. Worry about tomorrow
has long been one of my besetting sins,
but I can see God at work in me to
change me through my ministry to
others.

Rower Pump Baptism

Directly sponsor
a missions project
Brethren in Christ Missions'

Partnership Handbook

.. Partnership

—new and unique uses in India
by Linda EppHeise
Easter Day in North India. One congregation of the Brethren in Christ
Church assembled at sunrise to greet the
new day with prayers and services. One
hundred strong, they celebrated communion together. Then, amidst the beating of hand drums and Santali chorus,
and the blaze of vibrant sari's and the
celebrant white of best dhoti's and kameez (men's traditional dress), they
moved in singing throng across the
compound to the baptismal tank.
Baptismal tank? Actually a holding
tank for irrigating a large garden, filled
by a rower pump. The rower pump—a
small hand pump—was designed by
Mennonite Central committee workers
in Bangladesh. By a simple rowing
motion, a stiff shaft with piston is forced
up and down within a cylinder creating
the vacuum needed to raise the water.
This particular rower pump was installed
by MCC'er Evan Heise in his own backyard. He actually had irrigation in mind,
not baptism.
But if you look out of the windows
from the EppHeise's, often you will see a
man or two (or more) looking at the
rower pump. Church pastors, Zamindar
(landlord), a Block Development Officer, the electricians which came to fix
the line—all sidetracked and interested.
Tentatively they touch it. Then one gets
behind it and starts rowing.
Why the interest? Water made accessible by such a pump can save hours of
backbending and the trodding back and
forth with dekshi (pot) on the head, just
to water a small area of land. Lifting of
water from open wells is an alternative
to rope-bucket labor. It is a new application of the pump being successfully tried
recently in the drought-prone area of
South Bihar as part of MCC's developEvan and Linda EppHeise are Brethren in
Christ workers serving in India with the
Mennonite Central Committee.
June 1985
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ment attempts. More often the pump is
attached to a tube well (bore well). The
latter is inexpensive to sink and the
pump easy to attach. The technology is
simple and the cost low. This combination makes it possible for poor villagers
with minimum landholdings to purchase
and maintain the pump.
The Brethren in Christ Development
Society (BICDS) in North Bihar, India,
with whom Evan and I work as V.S.'ers
has placed these pumps in a number of
villages on the basis of one year's free
trial. Payment is then made in installments based on harvest yields. One new
village with limited landholdings, however, decided to start payment after only
a few months' trial. They also ordered
two more! Their enthusiasm is contagious. The pump was the first water
source for their village. A channel 300
feet long was dug in order for each
kitchen garden to receive some irrigation.
Although primarily designed for irrigation, the pump is so attached that it
also provides a clean drinking source.
For the North Bihar villages, the use of
the pump for clean water supply seems
as important as irrigation.
MCC India has begun production of
the rower pump and will make them
available to societies such as BICDS,
aiding them in their development attempts. It is a seemingly insignificant
tool, but one which saves labor. It irrigates only a few acres or a kitchen
garden, but provides food. It makes
clean water accessible—an essential to
good health. Filling a water tank for
baptism is unique. Providing water to
poor villagers is significant.

*

f

A valuable tool for learning how
your missions money is being
used. Its use can promote a better understanding of the people
and projects funded by the
budget of Brethren in Christ
Missions as individuals, families
and groups, small and large,
become personally involved in
sponsoring a missionary or a
project.
The Partnership Handbook lists
projects being funded by Brethren in Christ Missions from almost every area of its ministries.
* people needing support
* supplies and buildings
To order your free copy, fill out
the coupon below and send to:
Brethren in Christ Missions
P.O. Box 27
Mount Joy, PA 17552

Please send me a copy of the
1985 Partnership Handbook

Name

Address

City/State/Zip
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n e r t s

Allegheny Conference
Nine persons were received into fellowship
recently by the Carlisle, Pa., congregation. Eight
persons were baptized. • The Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., reports that the goal of
$2,000 debt retirement was surpassed on Easter.
The Christian Education, Church Outreach and
Worship Commissions of the Grantham, Pa.,
congregation gave a special presentation, "The
Secret Revealed," on Sunday morning, April 21,
as a way of involving members of the congregation
in sharing in ministries of the church.
A four day missionary conference was held in
March by the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. The theme was "Till the Whole World
Knows." • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation
reports receiving five persons into fellowship
recently.
Thirteen persons were received into membership, reports the Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa. Also, ten people were baptized.
• Members of the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., presented the "Living Cross" during the Easter season. This was the fifth year for
the presentation.
The Spring Hope congregation, Fishertown,
Pa., reports holding revival services, March 10-17.
Rev. Lome Lichty served as evangelist. • Morning Star, a musical group from Messiah College,
presented the morning worship service recently for
the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md.

Rev. Charles Norman from Kansas served as
the speaker for the spiritual renewal week held by
the Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont. •
Special guests of the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation, were Peter and Penny Copeland who are
serving as camp directors of Camp Kahquah.
A cornerstone laying ceremony was held by the
Rosebank, Ont., congregation for the expansion
of their church facilities. • The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., hosted a spring rally for
the Faith Mission in Canada.

Bean: Lance Mitchell, March 8; Mitch and
Stacey Bean, Abilene congregation, Ks.

Central Conference

Davis: Joshua Michael and Garrick Richard,
March 25; Gary and Linda Davis, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Teens of the Amherst congregation, Massillon,
Oh., taught Sunday school classes and led the
morning worship service for Youth Sunday. • A
men's quartet from God's Bible School presented
a Sunday afternoon service to the Beulah Chapel
congregation, Springfield, Oh.
The Christian Union congregation, Garrett,
In., held a series of Sunday evening services on
"The Cults and the Twisting of the Scriptures."
An appreciation party was given by the Dayton,
Oh., congregation for their pastoral couple, Henry
and Kathy Chafin. The dinner, which was held
after a Sunday evening service was planned for
their wedding anniversary date. • The Deaf Choir
from the Orrville, Oh., Mennonite Church presented a concert to the Valley Chapel congregation,
Canton, OH.

Boyce: Aaron David, March 1; David and
Donna Boyce, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Brodbeck: Nicole Frances, April 13; Bob and
Pat Brodbeck, Morning Hour congregation, Pa.
Bush: Miriam Christine, April 9; Allen and
Becky Bush, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Christophel: Dustin Brandon, Feb. 20; Sam
and Betty Christophel, Hollowell congregation,
Pa.

Enders: Emily Jordan, March 7; Jim and Vicky
Enders, Manor congregation, Pa.
Engle: Andrew John, Nov. 2; Eugene and Ann
(Bomgardner) Engle, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.
Frey: Faith Louise, March 18; Wilson and
Louise Frey, Manor congregation, Pa.
Gamber: Tiffany Lynee, March 12; Tim and
Cindy Gamber, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Gantz: Bradley Robert, April 10; Mike and
LuAnn Gantz, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Gerlach: Todd Evan, March 24; Bruce and
Margie Gerlach, Manor congregation. Pa.
Groff: Tyler Cameron, Jan. 7; Dave and Vicki
Groff, Manor congregation, Pa.

Atlantic Conference
The Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy,
Pa., held six days of renewal, beginning with a
Love Feast on April 20. Rev. Bob Hempy brought
the messages. • A Lay Witness team ministered to
the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation on April
26-28.

The Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa.,
announces holding revival services March 17-24.
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga was the speaker. • Kindred Spirit, a music group from Messiah College,
ministered to the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation
recently.
The Lancaster, Pa., congregation hosted the
Atlantic Conference Kenbrook music event. Emerson Frey directed the congregation and a male
choir in singing from the Hymns for Praise and
Worship hymnal. • Rev. and Mrs. James Artz are
scheduled to assume assistant pastoral responsibilities of the Refton, Pa., congregation mid-June.
The Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa., reports receiving twelve persons into fellowship on Easter. Five people were baptized the
previous Sunday.

Midwest Conference
Recent guests of the Dallas Center, la., congregation were Louis and Ruth Cober, Fannie Longenecker, and Frances Heisey. • General Conference Secretary Don Shafer led the Oklahoma
City, Ok., congregation in a weekend of services,
April 26-28. His theme, "Thriving as We Grow,"
focused on leadership and outreach.
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., held a
neighbor night recently. After a fellowship meal, a
program of song and testimony was given by Bill
Cowell and several girls from Heart Ministries,
Inc., a home for girls in Hutchinson.

Pacific Congregation
The Alta Loma congregation, Rancho Cucamonga, Ca., recently had a capacity attendance
for the Founder's Day celebration of the church's
Little People Preschool and Kindergarten. This
marked the 5th year of the school.
A leadership seminar and potluck dinner were
recently held by the Labish congregation, Salem,
Or. • The Riverside, Ca., congregation held a
weekend intentional retreat at Mile High Pines.

Canadian Conference

For The Record...

The film series "Strengthening Your Grip" by
Charles Swindoll was shown by the Bridlewood
congregation, Ont. • A Sunday school attendance campaign is being held by the Cross Roads
congregation, Guelph, Ont.

Births
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Bauman: Nicole Olivia Cober, April 1; Rick
and Louise C. Bauman, Rosebank congregation,
Ont.

Hall: Chrystie Lynn, April 2; Mark and
Rhonda (Heise) Hall, Bridlewood congregation,
Ont.
Hess: Kimberly Ann, March 24; Lloyd and
Barb Hess, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Kelchner: Derek Robert, March 21; Bob and
Brenda Kelchner, Elizabethtown congregation.
Pa.
Kennedy: Eric Wade, March 6; Vernon and
Debbie Kennedy, Antrim congregation. Pa.
Martin: Ryan Adam, April 8; Larry and Bobbi
Ann Martin, Van Lear congregation, Md.
Masters: Bethany Lyn, March 10; Doug and
Beth Masters, Manor congregation, Pa.
Moore: Gary Thomas, March 13; Tom and
Diane Moore, Manor congregation, Pa.
Mummau: Kelly Ann, April 13; Vincent and
Shirley Mummau, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Mummert: Ryan Dennis, March 25; Dennis
and Kris Mummert, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Reist: Caroline, March 20; Tim and Joanne
Reist, Manor congregation, Pa.
Rohrer: Robert Tyler, April 1; Bob and Robin
Rohrer, Manor congregation, Pa.
Sider: Nicole Marie, March 28; Glenn and
Margaret Sider, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Simpkins: Ashley Elizabeth, March 11; Craig
and Beth Simpkins, Dayton congregation, Oh.
Smith: Aaron Woodrow, March 13; Rick and
Cindy Smith, Maytown congregation, Pa.
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Stauffer: Leigh Ann, Feb. 23; Clinton and
Karin Stauffer, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Stern: Amanda Jeanne, March 8; Lewis and
Vicki Stern, South Mountain congregation, Pa.
VanHuren: Kristen Margaret, March 12; Nick
and Marilyn VanHuren, Sherkston congregation,
Ont.
Wackier: Curtis Jay, March 5; Mr. and Mrs.
Chuck Wackier, Highland congregation. Oh.
Waite: Joshua John Douglas, March 14; Doug
and Debbie (Mclntyre) Waite, Houghton congregation, Ont.
Wingert: Brandt Edward. March 27; Glenn
and Joanne Wingert, New Guilford congregation,
Pa.

Weddings

Henry: Betty Irene Henry, Ickesburg, Pa., born
Dec. 26, 1933, died January 21, 1985. She was
married to Raymond Henry who survives. Also
surviving are two sons: Dennis and Terry. Revs.
J. M. Brubaker and James Gold conducted the
funeral service in the Saville Brethren in Christ
Church. Interment was in Buffalo Cemetery,
Saville, Pa.
Jordan: Gerald E. Jordan, Lock Haven, Pa.,
born July 6,1939, died March 13,1985. Rev. John
L. Bundy conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Swissdale Cemetery.
Kirkpatrick: Pamela Kay Kirkpatrick, Telford,
Pa., born May 6, 1943, died Nov. 26, 1984. She
was married to Robert Kirkpatrick who survives.
Also surviving are two sons: David and Lee; her
parents; a brother; and a sister. She was a member
of the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church where
the funeral service was conducted.

Cook-Kauffman: Deanne Kay, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kauffman, and Craig
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cook, May
11 in the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church.

Major: Geraldine N. Major, Port Colborne,
Ont., born Dec. 5,1910, died March 16, 1985. She
was the daughter of Estella and John Pringle who
preceded her in death. She was married to Percy
Major who survives. Also surviving are 3 daughters: Barbara Johnson, Marion Morgan, and
Luella Cline; 3 sons: John, David, and James; 22
grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. She
was a member of the Port Colborne Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. James Cober.

Funk-Breneman: Kathy Ann, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur L. Breneman, Willow Street, Pa.,
and Phillip John, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald H.
Funk, Feb. 2 in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker and Rev.
Robert Breneman officiating.

Rider: Joseph W. Rider, Spring Mills, Pa.,
born Aug. 10, 1900, died Oct. 16, 1984. He is
survived by his wife, Lena; four daughters; two
sons; and ten grandchildren. Rev. Thomas A.
Bouch conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Green Grove Cemetery.

Best-Nigh: Christine, daughter of Howard and
Elaine Nigh, Jarvis, Ont., and Keneth, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Best, Hagersville, Ont., Sept.
14, with Rev. Paul Nigh, grandfather of the bride,
officiating.

Shertzer-Schopf: Kimberly S., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Schopf, Mountville, Pa., and P.
Nelson, son of Rev. and Mrs. Norman Shertzer,
Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 19 in the Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker and
the bridegroom's father officiating.
Schewing-Thuma: Martha, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Thurna, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
and John, son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Schewing,
Maytown, Pa., April 6 in Reich's Evangelical
Church with Rev. Greg Funk officiating.

Obituaries
Cronk: Jack Cronk, born July 14, 1915, died
July 28, 1984. He was the son of Levi and Henrietta Cronk. He is survived by four sisters: Ruth
Myers, Nettie Teal, Lucie Nigh, and Rhoda Tyrrell. The funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Paul A. Nigh and Rev. Gerald Tyrrell. Interment
was in Bethel Cemetery, Rainham, Ont.
Force: Ernest W. Force Sr., Grassflat, Pa.,
born Jan. 28, 1905, in Peale, Pa., died March 16,
1985. He was the son of Andrew and Hilda Johnson Force. He was married to Elsie Lapps. He is
survived by a son, Ernest W. Force Jr., two brothers; and two sisters. The funeral service was conducted by Revs. John L. Bunky and David Better
in Forest Baptist Church. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
Haar: Lottie Mae Slusser Haar, born Sept. 27,
1902, died Dec. 29, 1984. She was a member of the
Morning Hour Brethren in Christ Chapel. Revs.
James W. Esh and Harry B. Nell conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in Oak Lawn
Memorial Gardens.
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Rooks: Herbert D. Rooks, born in 1893, died
March 3, 1985. He is survived by a stepson, three
step-grandchildren; and several nieces and
nephews. He was a memoer of the Jemison Valley
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Dale Ciampa
conducted the funeral service.
Rosenberger: Rev. Edwin C. Rosenberger, Sellersville, Pa., born Jan. 31, 1887, died Feb. 24,
1985. He was the son of Samuel H. and Amanda
Cope Rosenberger. He was preceded in death by
his first wife, Mamie Bishop Rosenberger; and
two sons: Roger and Ralph. He later married
Fannie M. Schock who survives, along with 3
sons: Andrew, Carl and Victor; 9 grandchildren;
and 14 great-giandchildren. He was a member of
the Silverdale Brethren in Christ Church where he
served as pastor. He also pastored the Souderton
Church. The funeral service was conducted in the
Rockhill Mennonite Community Chapel by Rev.
Omer E. King. Interment was in the Silverdale
Cemetery.
Tribute to Edwin Rosenberger
Brother Ed was a faithful servant of the church.
Although his ministry was primarily in the BuxMont district, he was a man who loved the Lord
and people and faithfully served the church.
He was a brother who was easy to work with.
Bishop Charlie Byers stated that Brother Ed was
most cooperative and helpful during Bishop Byers'
early days as bishop in the Bux-Mont area. I
remember with fondness his warmth and personalness when 1 pastored at Souderton.
Now his voice has been stilled but his influence
will long continue. His life has been an example
for all of us to follow.
John A. Byers,
for the Board of Bishops

Steckley: Jesse Ralph Steckley, born May 12,
1898, in Bethesda, Ont., died March 17, 1985, in
Stouffville, Ont. In 1924 he married Anna Cober
who preceded him in death in 1974. He later married Norma Brubaker who survives. He is also
survived by a son, Keith; three grandchildren; a
brother; and two sisters. A daughter, Miriam, preceded him in death in 1982. He was a member of
the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church where the
funeral service was conducted by Revs. Marlin
Ressler and Elwood Flewelling. Interment was in
the Heise Hill Cemetery.

Tribute to Jesse Steckley
Faithfulness and warmth of spirit are marks of a
great Christian. Reverend Jesse R. Steckley excelled in both of these qualities of life.
For many years, Brother Steckley faithfully
served his Lord and his family. Many of us recall
his intense interest and dedication to the ministry
of music. He served on the denominational hymnal committee which produced Hymns for Worship in 1963. He was deeply appreciated for the
considerable time he gave in directing music
groups and singing schools. Some of his favorite
numbers were those that accentuated part singing,
such as "Seeking the Lost" and "O Listen to our
Wondrous Story."
His service in the church was highlighted by
teaching young people. He taught at Beulah College, Upland, California, from 1932 to 1936, and
at Ontario Bible College (Gormley and Fort Erie),
now Niagara Christian College, from 1936 to
1942. Following his teaching.ministry, he was a
true pastor of people, labouring bi-vocationally as
one of the multiple ministry staff at the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church.
Brother Steckley's warmth of spirit was directed
to all. But outstanding was his relationship with
youth. His considerable concern for Brethren in
Christ youth was expressed by involving them in
the life of the church. Many young people received
personal encouragement through his words of
affirmation.
Truly the Brethren in Christ Church was enriched by Brother Steckley's unassuming and selfless love and service. Although his voice is now
silent, his life will live on in the heans of persons he
has touched.
Harvey R. Sider,
for the Board of Bishops

Stutzman: Elmer A. Stutzman, Nappanee, In.,
born Jan. 8, 1908, died April 2, 1985. He was
married to Elizabeth Schmucker who survives.
Also surviving are 4 children: Mary Myers, Edna
Miller, Howard and Donald; a brother, Monroe;
a sister, Ida Miller; 11 giandchiidren; and 7 greatgrandchildren. He was a member of the Nappanee
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Jay E. Sisco conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the
Union Center Cemetery.
Wideman: lsidor Samuel Wideman, born in
February 1900, in Unionville, Ont., died March
11, 1985, in Stouffville, Ont. In 1923 he married
Ella Heise who pieceded him in death Dec. 27,
1983. He is survived by 3 sons: Harold, Earl and
Glen; 15 grandchildren; 9 great-grandchildren;
and one brother. A grandson, three brothers, and
a sister preceded him in death. He was a member
of the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church where
the funeral service was conducted by Revs. Marlin
Ressler and J. Allan Heise. Interment was in the
Heise Hill Cemetery.
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stewardship
Brethren in Christ giving up in 1984
Total giving in Canada and the U.S. increased in 1984. The receipts
amounted to $12,879,850, an increase of 15.4% over 1983. It should be
noted, however, that more complete records in 1984 probably account for
at least part of the increase.
Of the total receipts, $9,389,279 (72.90%) was used for local operational
and capital expenses, $648,981 (5.04%) went to regional conference ministries, $2,498,042 (19.39%) was contributed for General Conference ministries, and $343,548 (2.67%) was given to non-Brethren in Christ agencies.
These amounts (except for the last item) include all Cooperative Ministries contributions: proportionate (to all general and regional ministries),
designated (by way of a treasurer), and direct (sent directly to a ministry).
The 1984 breakdown of giving shows larger proportions in both local and
regional budgets while a smaller percentage was given to General Conference ministries. The proportion going to non-Brethren in Christ agencies
was also up slightly.

For your long-range planning
November will again be the Brethren in Christ Stewardship Month,
under the theme, "The Law of the Harvest." Attractive bulletin inserts/
covers and other materials will be available.

Name shortened
At its last meeting, the Board of Administration approved a recommendation of the Commission on Stewardship and Finance to change "Cooperative Ministries and Mission" (almost always shortened to "CM&M" in
common usage) to "Cooperative Ministries." The Canadian Conference
has for ten years used "Cooperative Ministries" and has not needed to use
an abbreviation. Hopefully, the U.S. church will do the same.

Denying our wealth
by John H. Rudy
An old friend of mine once said, "John, things are really rough. I just
bought another house."
I suspect it's sometimes fashionable to talk about tough times. Maybe
we're in a cash squeeze, or we moan about prices, or we complain abut
taxes. We feel compelled to give the impression we're poor. Seldom do we
openly rejoice about being greatly blessed. Our acting and pretending
makes us a little dishonest.
Perhaps the best thing we can do is freely acknowledge our wealth. Then
we can thank God and pray for guidance to be more faithful stewards.
The question usually arises, Who's rich? Many of us don't feel rich. We
have ways of proving we aren't rich. But as we compare ourselves with past
generations, and as we observe multitudes around the world, the answer is
clear. We're rich.
Wealth presents a joyful opportunity. Wealth can be a tool which God
allows us to possess and to manage: to express love; to show compassion;
to relieve need; to spread the gospel; to help our children; to further the
mission of the church.
Let's try to be more honest. Instead of denying our wealth, let's acknowledge it. And let's use the wealth—God's wealth—to accomplish his will and
purposes.
From the March 1985 issue of The Marketplace. Used by permission.
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Messiah College
News

Volunteerism never
went out of style
Recent articles in The Chronicle of
Higher Education report "a huge surge
in campus activism" as students across
the country are volunteering their time
and talents to raise money for African
famine relief, to run soup kitchens, and
to serve as "big brothers and sisters" to
children from broken homes. The reason for this growing trend on college
campuses seems to be "the will to make
things better."
Messiah students also take part in
volunteer activities. But for them it is
part of a Messiah's established tradition
which emphasizes the need to serve God
and humanity throughout life. For this
reason, Messiah has had Gospel Teams
since the College began in 1909. Janice
White, current president of Gospel
Teams, comments, "We have found that
serving on one of the various teams is the
best way to put our faith in action and
continue to help others as we are helping
ourselves and our Lord and Savior."
Some of the more than 30 Gospel
Teams active this past academic year
included ministries at Bethesda Mission
in Harrisburg, the Carlisle jail, and Holy
Spirit Hospital. Other groups tutored
children, did street witnessing in Harrisburg, sponsored campus coffeehouses,
and taught Sunday school.

Spring break:
an opportunity to serve
Rather than basking on the Florida
beaches, nearly 100 Messiah students
spent spring break on work projects
subsidized by the Messiah College Student Association throughout the eastern
United States. Working in Massachusetts with Christians for Urban Justice,
in Mississippi with Mennonite Central
Committee, and in Louisiana and New
York with other organizations, groups
had a chance to experience mission
opportunities first-hand and consider
longer terms of service.
Nancy Peterman, a Brethren in Christ
senior from Manheim, Pennsylvania,
spent the week with the Brethren in
Christ voluntary service unit in Bronx,
New York. Describing the area as overcrowded, high-crime, and containing an
Evangelical Visitor

enormous number of children, she and
her group constructed a new office for
Fellowship Chapel's pastor and did plastering and painting.
For Nancy, the week was a chance to
explore her interest in city ministry. She
was struck by the contrast of wealth and
poverty within small areas. But on the
other hand, she was impressed by the
meshing of different cultures within the
church and by the cohesiveness of the
students participating in the project. As
another student put it, "rather than
looking at the week as a sacrifice, it is
better described as a stimulant" for
further service.
Peacemaking minor approved
Faculty members in the Department
of Religion and Philosophy have developed a new interdisciplinary minor in
peacemaking. A major emphasis of the
program will be to introduce students to
Christian pacifistic goals and traditions
and to make them aware of the multifaceted nature of Christian peacemaking
in the modern world.
Dr. Douglas Jacobsen, Assistant Professor of Church History, believes that
one of the program's greatest strengths
is its breadth. "Although sponsored by
the Religion and Philosophy Department, the minor has purposely been
organized along broadly cross-disciplinary lines. Students will examine the
ideology contained within the history of
Christian pacifism. But they will also
closely study the elements in the sociopolitical structures of our present world
that prevent the full implementation of
the Christian ideals of peace."
Jacobsen also points out that Messiah's Anabaptist heritage offers a unique
setting for a look at the range of evangelical views on pacifism existing today. He
adds, "Because the minor is 'peacemaking,' a practical, engaged approach to
peace is being examined (as contrasted
to disengaged pacifism such as withdrawing into a separate community)."
Course requirements for the minor
are The Bible and Peacemaking, and
Theories of Peace and Justice. In addition, students will take four of the following electives: Human Aggression and
Violence, International Politics, Majority-Minority Relations, War and Peace
in Literature, Conflict Management,
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Philosophical Ethics, and Wars and
Peacemaking in History.
The original proposal for the peacemaking minor was submitted by Dr.
Jacobsen with the assistance of Associate Professor of Philosophy Randall
Basingerand Professor Emeritus in History of Christianity Martin Schrag. All
three professors attend the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church. The minor
will be offered for the first time during
the 1986-1987 academic year.
Al and Mary Long
back from sabbatical
Professor of Biblical Literature and
Greek, Al Long and his wife Mary spent
several months this spring in Ndola,
Zambia, teaching at the Theological
College of Central Africa (TCCA) as
part of Al's sabbatical. Although they
are glad to be back home, they appreciated this opportunity to experience
Zambian culture.
Regarding his classroom experiences,
Al recalls, "We had good fun in Greek
class. I brought a cop whistle to blow
when they made mistakes, and when I
blew it, they just ate it up. The principal, who was in the class, allowed it was
better to blow the whistle than to throw
erasers."
Commenting more seriously on the
economic situation many Zambians face,
Al notes, "Students are caught in the
squeeze between low and fixed incomes
and escalating prices. When you think
of the comparative wealth of Messiah
and the poverty of TCCA, the contrast
is staggering. . . . One can hardly imagine a man bringing up and feeding 10
kids while he studies theology."
Singers on tour
The 18-voice Messiah College Singers
concluded their 30-concert season with
a tour to seven churches in eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York
during the week before Commencement.
Directed by Associate Professor of Music
Ronald L. Miller, the Singers have a
repertoire of music from all periods.
Many of their tour selections were based
on the texts of the Psalms. The following Brethren in Christ students are
members of the Singers: junior Emily
Bulgrien, Sandusky, MI; junior Jolene
Byer, Upland, CA; and senior Donelda
Davis, Grantham, PA.

Sponsoring summer missions
Providing financial backing and
prayer support to Messiah College students participating in summer missions
was a new project for World Christian
Fellowship (WCF) this spring. As a
charter member of InterVarsity's Student Foreign Missions Fellowship, WCF
seeks to help students involved in summer missions discover how they fit into
God's plan for the world and how the
world fits into God's plan for them.
Linda Barrett, a Brethren in Christ
senior who has been active in the Cumberland Valley (Dillsburg, PA) congregation, is one of the 12 students WCF is
sponsoring this summer. She explains,
"Working through Operation Mobilization, I will be a member of one of many
20-person teams stationed in London,
England, and throughout Europe. Our
primary objective will be evangelism to
the large Asian populations in many
European cities." Linda is also considering a longer term of service to India or
another Asian country after she has
completed her summer assignment.
•
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Things Women Talk About,
Part 2—Learning to Juggle

"Share the Hope"
Daily readings that
define "hope" and
illustrate how to share it.
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BOOK & CHAPTER

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Acts 4:31-33
Acts 11:5-18
Acts 18:1-8
Acts 18:24-28
Romans 4:1-8
1 Cor. 15:1-10
1 Cor. 15:11-19
John 5:24-38
John 7:33-39
Acts 10:34-43
Acts 13:26-39
Romans 1:5-16
Romans 10:1-5
1 John 5:1-9
2 Cor. 4:7-18
Gal. 2:15-21
Eph. 1:3-14

18
19
20
21
22
23

2 Tim. 1:6-14
Hebrews 4:1-11
1 John 4:8-21
Matthew 21:17-22
Acts 15:7-13
1 Peter 1:3-12
Have faith
24 Hab. 2:1-4
25 Matthew 8:5-10
26 Matthew 8:23-27
27 Matthew 9:2-8
28 Matthew 9:18-22
29 Matthew 9:23-29
30 Matthew 15:21-28

JULY
DAY
M

T
W
T
F
S
S

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BOOK & CHAPTER
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Matthew 17:14-21
Matthew 21:18-22
Matthew 23:15-23
Mark 2:1-5
Mark 5:25-34
Mark 10:46-52
Luke 7:1-9

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.

I am fascinated by juggling acts; I'm
intrigued and awed by the juggler's ability to control knives, balls, plates, or
whatever. Mixed with my fascination,
however, is a frantic feeling that the
whole act could collapse at any moment.
Sometimes I feel a parallel between
the juggler and myself. In fact, I think
that a lot of people, especially the
women I talk to, work hard at juggling
our own equivalents of knives, balls,
and plates. We feel in control sometimes, but there are also times when we
feel frantically out of control—as though
all the plates are about to crash in little
pieces at our feet.
Many women I know are constantly
juggling their professional and personal
needs with their family's needs. We are
wives and mothers, but we also want to
be our own persons. Inevitably the different parts collide.
For example, 1 have to be careful not
to overload myself with too many work
projects, volunteer assignments, and
meetings which take me away from my
family. I have to learn to say no sometimes, even to things 1 might want to do.
While Mark and the kids understand
that I need and deserve a life of my own,
they still drop clues sometimes that they
wish I were more of a traditional fulltime wife and mother. Comments like
"You always have to work!" or "You're
probably going to say you're too busy
. . ."or "Why aren't there any cookies to
eat?" always cut me deeply. 1 feel guilty
and worry that maybe I am shortchanging my family and spreading myself too
thin.
The fact is that because I'm not working full-time away from home, I'm almost always here when they come home
from work or school. My daily schedule
is generally flexible enough to allow me
to make adjustments when they have
special needs, and there are always clean
clothes to wear and meals on the table
(even if there aren't always freshlybaked cookies around!). I believe that
the give-and-take of family life means
that while I want them to understand
that mothers and wives have needs apart
from them, 1 also want to care about
how they feel.
Out of my own need to be needed, I
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think I have encouraged Mark and the
children to have expectations and to
make assumptions about my role in the
home. The end result, then, is that the
children especially are uncomfortable
when things don't get done the way they
automatically assume they should. At
that point, it doesn't occur to them that
maybe they could do some of the things
I haven't had time to do. I need to
encourage them to take more responsibility for the nitty-gritty details of family
living.
Next week, I'm going away on a fourday business trip. I'm looking forward
to the time away and to the outside
stimulation and challenge. The logistics
of my going away, however, are different from when Mark goes away. When
he's away, the daily routine doesn't
change much. When I go, I have to
make substitute arrangements for getting the kids to and from school since
their schedules don't match Mark's. I
have to make lists of all the details, like
lunchboxes and clothing and meals and
special appointments, that 1 always take
care of when I'm home. When I go, the
routine changes a lot!
My going away introduces different
dynamics into our family process. On
the one hand, 1 have to sort through any
residual feelings of guilt for "deserting"
my family, and 1 worry that something
won't get done properly. I have to let go
and allow things to be different than
they would be if I were here. On the
other hand, Mark and the kids get a
much-deserved break from the routine
and from me, and an opportunity to
demonstrate that they understand my
need to have my own identity and that
they can take care of themselves quite
adequately. And when 1 come back, I
have new stories to tell and a fresh
appreciation for my home and family.
I want to go back to something I
wrote about before—the ideas of mutuality, give-and-take, having equal concern for one another. Relationships, like
those in a family, require that each person learns to balance his or her own
needs against the needs of others. I try
very hard to do that, but it's not easy and
I still sometimes feel the franticness of a
juggler who's about to lose control as I
try to keep track of all the different parts
of my life.
_.
.
ptjoebe.
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Ecology and Hunger:

Stabilizing population
This is the fourth in a series on "ecology and
hunger" written by Art Meyer, MCC Development Education Office.
In a previous column I described the
sustainable society as one in which
human population is in balance with
nature—a society in which birth rates
and death rates are equal.
Presently human population is not in
balance for two reasons: (1) the death
rate has been drastically decreased due
to advances in medicine and technology
and (2) we have been using "borrowed"
non-renewable fossil fuel energy to support a burgeoning population.
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that
the world population reached 4.78 billion in June 1983, an annual increase of
82 million people—the largest 12-month
growth in history. It is like adding the
entire population of Mexico or Nigeria
to the world each year. Or adding the
population of London, Ont., or Wichita,
Kan., to the world each day. Or adding a
town the size of Newton, Goshen or
Harrisonburg every two hours.
World population is increasing by 1.8
percent annually. Population is expected
to double from 4.8 to 9.6 billion in about
38 years. In poor countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America, the population is doubling every 20 to 25 years.
Present rates of population increase,
especially in the poor countries, cannot
continue indefinitely.
All populations have the innate capacity to increase much faster than their
food (energy) supply can increase. Populations tend to increase geometrically—
doubling each generation, for example,
2, 4, 8, 16, 32, etc.
However, food supplies cannot be
increased this rapidly. Populations are
limited by lack of food, space, natural
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SOMETIMES I'D LIKE
TO ASK &0D WHY HE
ALLOWS POVERTY,
FAMINE. AND [NJOSUCE
WHEN HE. COOLD DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

resources, and the accumulation of waste
(pollution).
Thomas Malthus, an English clergyman who published An Essay on Population in 1798, was the first to examine
the principles of human overpopulation. His thesis was that human population would continue to increase greatly
until disasters, natural or man-made,
would stop it. He concluded that famine, disease, pestilence, war and revolution were nature's way of keeping the
population in check.
Much of Malthusian theory can be
supported by observing natural populations. But human population has not
been curtailed to the extent he predicted.
Agricultural production has been able
to keep the food supply ahead of population. (Hunger and starvation do abound,
but not because of a lack of food production worldwide.) Wars and revolutions erupt as people and nations compete for natural resources and fossil
fuels. And population growth continues.
But Malthus may yet be proven correct. Problems of space, environmental
degradation and pollution continue to
increase.
How can Christians help to
stabilize population growth?
Christian and humanitarian values
dictate that we preserve life and not
increase death rates to reduce population growth. Reducing population by
migrating to another planet is not a realistic solution. The only alternative Christians really have is to attempt to decrease
birthrate.
Yet most Christians have not felt it
necessary or desirable to examine this
alternative. The church has neither
spoken to nor given direction to the
problem of human overpopulation.

WHAT'S
•STOPPINGYOO?

It seems clear from my study that
overpopulation today is primarily an
outgrowth of poverty. Children in rich
countries cost an average of $50,000
each to rear. Births tend to be controlled
by the number of children one can
afford.
In poor countries, children are a
source of income and security—an economic asset rather than an economic
liability. Births are controlled by the
number of children one needs.
The number of children born to each
woman in the world ranges from 1.9 in
Europe and North America to 6.5 in
Africa and 4.4 in Latin America. It
appears that the better the socio-economic conditions in a country, the fewer
children are born.
Birth control and family planning
programs in poor countries have largely
failed. Most observers agree there is little hope of reducing population growth
in poor countries, until health, education, and employment conditions improve and until there is an economic
system wherein all people have a chance
to participate equitably.
We must help the poor and powerless
if the world's population is to stabilize.
Community and economic development programs combined with education and compassionate family planning
programs seem appropriate. We will
also need to work at social justice and a
reduction of our own living standards in
order that the world's resources may be
shared more equitably.
MCC is involved in programs and
advocacy for the very poor. These efforts
will include research and extension programs emphasizing increased food production, more employment opportunities, population stabilization and appropriate technology.
Working to stabilize population
through programs like these may be the
most significant contribution that we
can make toward alleviating world
hunger. And in the process we will be
contributing to world peace.

I ' M AFRAID 6 0 D
MIGHT ASK ME
THE SAME QOEST/Otvl
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O f j e s i n j u s
Dear Paul,
Last time I spoke to you about independence as it relates to the family. This
time I want to say something about
another time that is discussed often in
relation to the family. That theme is
discipline. There is great concern today
about the breakdown in discipline in the
family and in society at large.
As you know, Paul, the Scriptures say
a lot about discipline. Today, we like to
go to the Hebrew Scriptures for our
ideas about discipline. A metaphor that
has become very popular is the rod.
Modern Christians like to say: "Spare
the rod and spoil the child." Although
that line is not in Scripture, the idea is
found in the words: "He who spares the
rod hates his son, but he who loves him
is careful to discipline him" (Proverbs
13:24). This leads me to ask: What is the
nature of this discipline? What does the
image of the rod mean?
The Scriptures seem to use the rod
metaphor of discipline in two ways. The
first is the image of punishment. This is
most graphically illustrated in the words:
"Do not withhold discipline from a
child; if you punish him with the rod, he
will not die. Punish him with the rod and
save his soul from death" (Proverbs
23:13-14). This is the image of the rod
often emphasized in Christian circles
today. I have an aunt who said (humorously, I think): "Spank your children
every day. If you do not know what it is
for, they will." I have heard speakers
advocate the physical punishment of
children to "break their will." I think
what usually happens instead is that, in
your own words, Paul, the children are
"provoked to wrath." Indeed, modern
observers of human behavior tend to
agree that punishment is very inefficient
in producing real change in the person
being disciplined. Punishment is effective in stopping behavior temporarily,
but it does not produce long-term results. The behavior usually returns.
Another image of the rod in Scripture
is that of guidance. Indeed, the verses
that follow the passage from Proverbs
quoted above say that the discipline will
help the child be wise. (Proverbs 23:1518). This image of the rod is best por-
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Onesimus,
everything

our faithful and dear brother,
that is happening
here.

trayed in the familiar Psalm 23: "Your
rod and your staff, they comfort me."
Here the reference is to those tools of the
shepherd used to guide the sheep in the
safe path and to ward off the sheep's
enemies. Here, the emphasis is not on
punishing the offender, but on guiding
him. In terms of family discipline, the
image stresses guidance into good behavior, not punishment for bad behavior. I have heard adults say: "I do not
resent any punishment my parents ever
gave me." On the other hand, I also
know of young people and adults who
have great resentment for harsh and
unreasonable punishment at the hands
of parents. Today, we have become
aware of the tragedies of child abuse.
There is even some evidence that child
abuse is particularly evident in conservative Christian families. I think that
this is the result of the punishment
image of discipline being stressed at the
expense of the guidance image. When
discipline as punishment becomes an
end in itself, abuse is inevitable. When
discipline is for guidance, it produces
healthy growth in the child.
I would like to ask you about discipline in another area. The church for
many has become an extended family.
In your day, Paul, grandparents, uncles,
aunts, and so forth gave support to a
married couple. Today, that is less common. Many persons have found their
support in the church. Speaking personally, the Brethren in Christ Church is
my extended family. My fellow Christians are much closer to me than my
uncles, aunts, and cousins. How do we
practice discipline in this family?
Again, it seems the model is often that
of punishment. We look to Matthew 18
for our authority. The argument is that
we are to confront our fellow Christian
in his or her sin privately. If the person
does not change, we take others with us
to confront that person again. If there is
still no change, we punish such a person
by expelling him or her from the church.
Admittedly, this rarely happens, but it is
the model many have of discipline. This
may be the reason so little discipline
happens in the church.

who is one of you . . . will tell you

Instead, perhaps the image of guidance can be applied in the church. The
point is not to punish the offender, but
to guide his or her growth in the faith.
Indeed, Matthew 18 seems to favor this
approach. It does not say that we are to
expel the offender who does not change,
but the one who does not hear. The
relationship between church and offender is the important thing. Discipline
is not possible if we do not listen to each
other. In this model, discipline is not
punishment meted out on the sinner, but
communication that guides the Christian into greater spiritual growth.
Paul, let me summarize my ideas
about discipline. First, it is better to view
discipline as guidance than punishment.
When discipline is punishment, it is vindictive; when it is guidance, it is redemptive. Discipline that is punishment runs
the risk of provoking the receiver to
wrath; discipline that is guidance is more
likely to bring comfort and growth.
Second, the relationship is important.
It is hard to accept discipline from a
stranger or someone we mistrust. Therefore, discipline must be based on a loving relationship. It should be administered with compassion. It should be
given not in a holier than thou attitude,
but with the attitude: there but for the
grace of God go I.
Third, the welfare of the disciplined is
paramount. We often are more concerned about what the sin does to us or
our family or our church than what it
does to the offender. We tend to ask:
What will the neighbors think of our
family or what will non-Christians think
of our church? Our primary concern is
for our reputation rather than for the
restoration of the person. The restoration of the one disciplined is the most
important thing.
Discipline is a tough thing, Paul. You
had a hard time with the Corinthians.
You communicated with them out of
remarkable restraint. You responded to
their incest and drunkenness with compassionate and concerned discipline.
Pray that we can do the same today.
Onesimus
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editorial
Convention notebook
Don't write to "take a stand." Write instead to embrace
understanding.
That sage counsel was offered by Philip Yancey, freelance author of some 600 articles and 6 books, and one of
the workshop speakers at this year's annual convention of
the Evangelical Press Association. For three days in May,
over 300 evangelical writers and editors enjoyed fellowship
and challenge organized around the theme, "Telling the
Truth With Integrity, Creativity, and Power."
Since a number of Visitor readers have expressed an
interest in writing, I've decided to devote this column to
sharing briefly some key points made by several convention
speakers. Even if you don't aspire to be a "wordsmith," read
on—you'll get a little taste of what writers and editors try to
do.
Speaking on "Writing About What Matters . . . In a
Way That Matters," Yancey urged writers to take into
account all the facts at hand. Too many evangelical magazines, he charged, present only a rosy picture of life, ignoring some important but harsh realities. These magazines, he
said, would lead you to believe that all homosexuals and
alcoholics are cured when they pray; everyone who makes
an initial decision to accept Christ follows through in a life
of discipleship; all prayers are answered. That just is not the
way life is, Yancey argued, and if our writing is to have
integrity, we must reflect some of life's ambiguities.
James Johnson, author and literary agent in the Wheaton
area, addressed the creative tension which needs to exist
between writer and editor. A writer, he suggested, is the
initiator of prose, while an editor is the custodian of prose.
A good editor improves the writer's words, sensing the
inspiration in the writing. (Sounds like an editor rather than
a writer, doesn't he?) Johnson's observation brought to
mind a similar comment I heard earlier in my journalistic
career: the writer must know the subject and write convincingly; the editor must know the audience and edit judiciously. The article (or book) will communicate its message
best when each understands and respects the other's craft
and role in the process.
Johnson suggested that editors put all material submitted
to them through a filter to see if it merits publication. Four
of the elements he mentioned were:
significance—what is different about this article that
makes it worthwhile?
conflict—what is the struggle, the barrier needing to be
overcome?
identification—will my readers be able to relate to this
article? is it credible and contemporary?
message—does it provide at least one of three crucial
elements: new information? new interpretation?
new inspiration?
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Articles which fail to meet these (and other) criteria should
be rejected, or returned to the author for revision, he suggested. (But do you realize how hard it is to break that news
to a writer?)
A special feature this year was a one-hour session in
which Martin Marty, church historian and associate editor
of The Christian Century, critiqued the evangelical press in
general. He noted that evangelicals and the evangelical press
historically have played an important role of protestation
and contestation in our society. However, now that evangelicals have moved into the mainstream of American life, he
suggested that we frequently are caught up in a process of
attestation, "affirming and mopping up society." (In other
words, the prophetic voice of evangelicals has often become
muted as we try to legitimatize secular views and values we
have adopted as our own.)
Continuing his critique, Marty noted that evangelical
publications by and large place too little value on the arts
[fine arts and the performing arts], and need to give more
attention to justice issues. However, he said, evangelical
magazines have done a good job of creating awareness of
the southern church [the church in the southern hemisphere] as well as focusing the need for personal commitment
to the work of the church. Noting that readers of our
magazines tend to be Christians, he suggested we not expect
our journals to be tools for evangelism ("They wouldn't do
too well, anyway," he said), but rather be a means of
encouraging the converted to evangelize others.
Much more could be said about the convention. What
lingers most clearly in my mind, however, is a statement
repeated several times by Joni Eareckson Tada, one of the
featured after-dinner speakers. She talked about the gift of
creativity, illustrating her presentation by song and by slides
sampling her painting. She asked the audience, "Why do
people paint? Write? Sing? Play a violin? Because it brings
pleasure to the artist, joy to others, and glory to God."
Pleasure for myself, joy to others, glory to God—that
struck a responsive chord in me, for it put into words some
of the dynamic I experience in preparing issues of the
Visitor. In many ways, the editorial and production staff
receives pleasure in producing this magazine (especially
when the content and graphics come together in a harmonious whole). We hope that the Visitor has a ministry of
challenge, encouragement, and perhaps offers a bit of joy
for you as readers. And we trust that in the process we bring
glory to God.
Come to think of it, that might be a good way to evaluate
the creativity each of us can exhibit in our Christian l i f e experiencing pleasure in our service, sharing joy with
others, and bringing glory to God.
G
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No cheese stands alone
in the circle of God's community
by Maynard Shelly
I met the cheese under the shade of a giant oak tree near the
door of a red brick schoolhouse in eastern Pennsylvania.
Remember the Farmer in the Dell. He's given his name to
one of those beautiful non-competitive games that I learned
long before I could tie my shoes. Everyone joins hands and
sings about that famous farmer and about his large and
unusual family.
As children, we took on the roles of the members of this
family. The farmer takes a wife, the wife takes a child, the
child takes a dog who takes a cat who takes a rat who takes
the cheese.
And with the arrival of the cheese, the game falls apart.
Everyone scurries back to his or her place in the circle except
for the cheese.
The cheese stands alone!
As if the scandal of aloneness were not enough, the solitude
of the hapless wretch is bruited abroad in a rousing last
chorus.
When first the first cheese stood alone—right then and
there—I wanted to ask the question. But I didn't know whom
to ask or what words to use. After all I was only in first grade
and only five years old.
Today, fifty years later, I've finally found the words. Why
does the cheese stand alone? Tell me, how dare we celebrate
the aloneness of even the lowliest member of the family?
You say, the definition of the family has been stretched too
far. Here's a family that included a cat and a dog and a rat.
Do stop. The line must be drawn someplace. Let's draw it at
the cheese.
I've no special logic with which to press the argument. I can
only feel and can only remember how it felt to be the cheese
and to stand alone. To be alone is the saddest of all sadnesses.
It's the underside of happiness.
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John Driver in Becoming God's Community in the Foundation Series for Adults dangles before us the most coveted
fruit to be found in the age of the Messiah—a restored
fellowship. "At Pentecost," says Driver, "the fundamental
work of the Spirit of God was the formation of the new
community of the messianic era" (p. 60).
And, then, he gives us two words to whet our appetites for
this new age. "In this community," he says, "persons find
wholeness and salvation."
Jesus saves us from many evils, not the least of which is
aloneness and standing alone.
How long have we had this blind spot in our vision of
Jesus? We know Christ called us to be the servants and the
footwashers of the world's poor and outcast. But we've
responded to the call as lone rangers and solitary scouts.
But going alone is not the Jesus way. He expects us to
respond from within a community of people, with those who
are God's family.
For in the world of the Messiah, when it comes to standing
for Jesus Christ, no cheese stands alone.
We are a community on pilgrimage. We're on our way
from Galilee to Golgotha to the garden of the new Jerusalem.
We're on the way to the cross and we will give ourselves more
fully than ever we have before. We do all from within the
community of God and with the support of God's people.
We are, in a special sense, members of the family of
Jesus—for Jesus said,"Here are my mother and my brothers!
Whoever does the will of God is my brother, and sister, and
mother" (Mark 3:34-35, NEB).
Really, the church is a remarkable and unusual body
through which God wants to do remarkable and unusual
things. Let's look about us at what God has given us and we'll
find what we can do together.
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